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WARRIOR TALK 
NEW LEADERSHIP COMES TO WOODLAWN ELEMENTARY 

 
 

Mrs. Jane Biggs, Principal 

A New Principal in Town 

BY DR. SPARKLE BOMB & L.T. POTTER 

Woodlawn Elementary got a new principal this 

year, Mrs. Jane Biggs. She may be new to our 

school, but is not new to being a leader or the 

field of education. Mrs. Biggs started her career 

in 1995 as an English teacher. She taught 

English for 17 years, “and loved it,” she said. 

During her time as a teacher Mrs. Biggs had 

been deemed Teacher of the Year and Teacher 

of Ouachita Parish. When asked about making 

good grades in school, she answered, “Yes, I 

was an A student only because I loved studying 

and school.” It appears that her A student 

attitude and work ethic paid off because Mrs. 

Biggs did not stay a teacher, after her 17-year 

stint as an English teacher she moved on to 

become an Assistant Principal at Kiroli 

Elementary. After some time at Kiroli, she 

sought the principalship at our school. One 

could only be curious about what her plans for 

Woodlawn might be. When asked what was in 

the worst condition when she first arrived,she 

immediately answered, “The Playground!”  She 

then shared her plans for improvement, “First, I 

would move the t-buildings, then I would build 

onto the playground. I would also improve the 

playground by building with dirt from scratch.” 

She also expressed a desire to start a parent 

organization, hire more paras, and create smaller 

class sizes. Some of these plans have already 

come to fruition, such as the t-buildings being 

removed. Students and faculty alike are looking 

forward to what else Mrs. Biggs has in store.  

      

   

 

 

Teachers decorated their doors for Red Ribbon Week in Halloween Themes. 

Red Ribbon Week 

BY LADY BUG 

Red Ribbon Week is an important and exciting 

week for schools around the nation. It is a time 

set aside to recognize and raise drug 

prevention and awareness. Red Ribbon Week 

at Woodlawn took place on October 21st 

through the 25th. On Monday students wore 

red. The color red has a symbolic meaning in 

the origin of Red Ribbon Week. On Tuesday 

students wore a school spirit shirt to show that 

Woodlawn Warriors have no intention of 

doing drugs.  Wednesday was a superhero 

dress-up day. Students wore their favorite 

superhero shirt or costume to support the 

slogan “Be a hero just say no!” 

Many of the lower elementary students enjoyed 

wearing their capes and other superhero 

costumes. Thursday’s theme was “Doing drugs 

is tacky” so students were encouraged to dress 

in silly and tacky clothes. On Friday, students 

wore athletic clothing to show that they have 

better things to do than drugs. The teachers 

also got into the spirit of Red Ribbon Week by 

decorating their doors in different drug-

free/Halloween slogans such as “Don’t Get 

Wrapped Up in Drugs” or “Drugs are Scary”. 

Red Ribbon Week was fun for all involved but 

let’s not forget what it was all about just “SAY 

NO TO DRUGS!” 
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BECO THE MAGICIAN 

Magic comes to Woodlawn 
Warrior Talk 

Beginnings 
BY EMMA LEE 

It was really exciting whenever all of the 

students heard that the school was going to 

have its first school newspaper. Mrs. Bostick, 

a second-grade teacher, came by all the fifth-

grade classes announcing that the school 

would have try-outs for joining the first-ever 

school newspaper. Students were told that 

they had to write a two-hundred-word, 

handwritten essay on what they would do if 

they were given $1,000 to improve the school. 

The first thought that entered my mind was,” 

Oh my goodness, I am so going to try out for 

this paper because my mom can help me a 

little, and I will be very excited for everyone 

to read this newspaper!”  Soon after, the 

whole student body voted on a name for the 

paper. “The Pow-Wow, Warrior Drumbeat, 

and Woodlawn War Cry” were among many 

of the names that were on the ballot. In the 

end, the Warrior Talk was the name that 197 

students had chosen, more than any other 

choice. A week later, ten fifth-grade students 

were announced as the new Warrior Talk 

Press Staff. The staff is comprised of eight 

girls and two boys: Dakota H., Tanner C., Jase 

B., Alycea B., Tracee W., Destiny W., 

Makenzy V., Jennifer S., Celia J., and Alexa J. 

Students of the Warrior Tress get a chance to 

become better writers and learn about the 

career of journalism. Having a school 

newspaper means that students can be 

informed about events and the people that are 

involved in them.  Teachers will also be 

entertained by seeing how creative their 

students are when they publish articles in the 

newspaper. 

 

WJH Football 

BY PETER QUILL AND MR. B 

Hey there, Warrior fans! Our junior high 

football team, the Woodlawn Warriors, have 

done better than ever this season! We sat 

down with the head coach of the team, Coach 

Sanderson, to get some great information for 

our readers. Coach Sanderson has been 

coaching for 18 years; he believes if he and 

his players work hard enough, they can 

accomplish anything. Their goal is to beat all 

rivals! This year, with the help of Assistant 

Coaches Borders, Kemp, Webb, and Wilhite, 

our Warriors were able to defeat their biggest 

opponent: Calhoun Middle School! 
Coach Sanderson gave us some great tips for 

our 5th graders hoping to play next year. 

Coach says they should come to ALL the 

summer workouts. He looks for two 

characteristics in a potential player: hustle and 

perseverance. Good luck to our Woodlawn 

Warriors as they finish out the season! 
 

BY MISS GLITTER 

Beco came to Woodlawn Elementary 

on Friday, October 4th.  The goal was 

to teach kids to make good choices and 

say no to drugs while being entertained 

by magic.  Fifth-grader, Katie L. said 

her favorite acts were the bunny trick 

and the ribbon trick. She sat next to 

fifth-grader Dakota H. and Halei. Katie 

rated Bec-o a five out of ten because he 

did “kind of good”. She believed he 

learned his tricks from someone else. 

She also thought that the $3-dollar price 

of the show was good. Second-grader, 

Brett G. also liked the bunny trick, 

however, he also liked the face trick. 

He sat next to Kipton H. and Austin C. 

Brett thinks Bec-o should come yearly, 

but that he should lower his price to $1 

dollar. He rated Beco a seven out of ten 

because he did a “good job.” Next year, 

Brett hopes to see a different pet 

besides a bunny and hopes to be picked 

as a helper.  
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Halloween History and Trends  

BY DR. POTATO 

Trick or treat, smell my feet, give me something 

good to eat! Ever wonder where phrases like that 

or even where the whole holiday of Halloween 

came from? According to the website, 

history.com, it all began many hundreds of years 

ago from the ancient Celtic people. These people 

celebrated something called, Samhain, where they 

would light big bonfires and wear costumes to 

ward off ghosts. In the 8th century, November 1st 

was declared as a time to honor all the saints that 

had passed on.  

This new holiday was called All Saints Day and 

it resembled some of the traditions of Samhain, 

and the night before became known as All 

Hallows Eve, eventually Halloween. 

As time went by, Halloween transformed from 

bonfires and mask-wearing to trick-or-treating, 

carving pumpkins and attending festivals. People 

would go door to door on this day asking for 

food (a treat) or for a trick to be done that would 

show that person their future. 

Jack-o-lanterns were believed to ward off ghosts 

and evil spirits. People once dressed as goblins 

as to not be recognized by the “real” dead people 

roaming around that night.   

Today there many fall festivals at community 

churches or events like trunk or treat that will 

take place on Halloween night. Children will 

dress up in costumes just for fun and will mostly 

only ask for treats and no tricks. According to the 

website, money.com, this year’s top trends for 

Halloween costumes are clowns, witches, 

Spiderman, Descendents characters, and Fortnite 

characters. What will you be for Halloween this 

year and how will you celebrate?  

  
 

 

Winning Pumpkins: 1st place Root Beer Float by Gabe S., 

2nd place Carmel Apple by Gunner G., and 3rd Place  

Fly Guy by Audrey W.  

4-H Pumpkin Patch Contest 
BY DR. POTATO 

It’s that time of year again where Woodlawn Elementary’s 4-H club 

puts on their annual pumpkin decorating contest. Woodlawn 

Elementary’s 4-H club is made up of fourth and fifth-grade students. 

Every year 4-H contestants display their creativity in the foyer of the 

school. Judges come by to inspect their work. Students and teachers 

alike also come by to gawk in amazement. There is always something 

interesting to see from Oscar in his trash can to a human eyeball. This 

year’s first-place winner went to fifth-grader, Gabe S. He created a 

rootbeer float. Second place winner went to fifth-grader, Gunner G. He 

had created a candy apple with yummy looking sprinkles. Third-place 

winner went to fifth-grader, Audrey W. She had a very spooky looking 

Fly Guy character. All the contestants did a great job and everyone’s 

hard work was enjoyed by the whole school. 
 

 

Library Curiosities  
BY NANCY LYNN HANES 

Do you know some interesting facts about Mrs. 

Caver? Read on to learn more. 

Our librarian, Mrs. Sherry Carver was born in 

Delhi, Louisiana. She came to work at 

Woodlawn twenty-one years ago. When she was 

a little girl, she went to school in Monroe named 

Minnie Ruffin. Her favorite subjects were 

reading and spelling. Surprisingly, Mrs. Carver 

did not always want to be a librarian, but she has 

always loved reading books. Her favorite color 

is pink, she loves Mexican food, and her favorite 

grade was the 6th grade.  

Beyond these fun facts, Mrs. Carver shared 

many other interesting things about the library 

itself.  

 

 

She said that the library has been the same 

library since before she came to Woodlawn 

twenty-one years ago. The library carries a 

little over eight thousand books. In recent 

years, there have been some technology 

upgrades, at first, Mrs. Carver admitted that 

she had a little trouble adjusting to the 

changes. When asked what exciting things 

have happened to you as a librarian at 

Woodlawn, Mrs. Carver responded, “I won a 

grant for reading technology.” She also gave 

advice for the kids that don’t like to read. She 

said, “Find a book you are interested in, then 

you will like to read.” 

What was the most interesting thing to you? 

Were all your library curiosities cured?  

 

 
 

Librarian, Mrs. Sherry Carver 
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JOKES AND PUZZLES 

Halloween Jokes by kidactivities.net 

CROSSWORD CREATED BY TEACHING SIMPLY 

1)What kind of mistakes  

do spooks make? 

 

2) Why are there fences  

around cemeteries? 

 

3) What type of dogs do  

vampires like best? 

 

 

  

                

Answers: 

 

 

 

Across 

2. a sweet fruit that can be red, green, or yellow 

5. change color in the fall 

7. another name for the season of fall 

8. a yellow vegetable harvested in fall

9. holiday during October 

Down

1. builds a web to trap insects 

2. nuts from an oak tree 

3. a big, orange vegetable

4. what you get when you go trick-or-treating 
6. used to scare birds away from gardens 

Fall 
Crossword

Word Box

pumpkin

spider

apple

autumn

scarecrow

acorns

Halloween

leaves

candy

corn

Name____________________

3) bloodhounds 

2) because people are dying to get in 

1) boo-boos 

 


