
Eighth Grade English and Reading 

West Ridge Middle School 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

As you may know, we have had an adjustment this year in English and Reading.  Your 

student’s original English and Reading teacher Mrs. Moore resigned.  I was asked by 

Mrs. Nichols, our principal, if I would be willing to take over Mrs. Moore’s classes.  I 

agreed to do so because I knew it would be the best decision for our students.  Our 

students’ well-being and their academic success are of the utmost importance to us at 

West Ridge. 

 

Just a little bit about me:  I graduated from the University of Louisiana Monroe twice, 

first with a bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education and then with a master’s degree 

in Educational Leadership.  Over the past nine years, I have taught Math, 

English/Reading, and Social Studies.  My students achieve high test scores, and I know 

we will have the same success this year.  They will be very well prepared for high 

school and beyond. 

 

I welcome and appreciate staying in contact with you throughout the year.  Please 

email me if there is anything you are concerned about:  onyemechara@opsb.net. 
Also, if I notice your student is getting behind on make-up work or struggling in some 

area, I would like to send you a text or email.  Please let me know which method you 

would prefer by filling out the attached form.  You are the most important influence 

in your child’s education, so I would like to contact you if necessary.   

 

I am looking forward to getting to know your child and helping him or her to be 

successful this school year!  

 

Sincerely, 

Kory Onyemechara  (Mrs. O) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:onyemechara@opsb.net


Reading  

Vocabulary:  

We will be learning vocabulary using Vocabulary Workshop. Almost every week, 

students will receive a booklet with new words, definitions, and practice.  Their 

homework will include certain sections of this vocabulary booklet.  The homework 

(10 points per night) can be done in advance and can be worked on in class.  We will 

have vocabulary quizzes (60 points) on Fridays.   

 

Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice (LYRC) Books: 

Students are required to read three LYRC books during this school year. (Third/fourth 

period advanced classes will read seven LYRC books.)  They can check these out from 

the school library; they can also find them at the public library or a book store, but 

purchasing the books is not necessary.  Over the course of the year, this will count as 

one test grade (100 points total) and will be listed in their 4th nine weeks grades. 

Students are provided many opportunities to read in class.  This activity not only 

helps their reading ability, but it also helps them learn how to maintain and complete 

long-term projects.   

 

The Reading Curriculum Itself: 

We are using the district-chosen Guidebooks 2.0.  The activities that we will choose 

for incorporating this curriculum will be meaningful and purposeful.  (The point value 

of graded activities will vary based on the specific assignment.) 

 

English 

In Student Progress Center, DOL and Bell Work will be listed as one grade for the 

week, totalling 40 points.      (Example of Title: Week 9 DOL & Bell Work) 

 

DOL:  We will do a daily DOL that focuses on subject/verb agreement, punctuation, 

capitalization, etc.  This DOL will be turned in on Fridays for a grade (20 points).   

 

Bell Work (SEEMS Practice): We will be practicing short constructed responses on a 

daily basis; these short writings will prepare them for writing essays as the year 

progresses.  This Bell Work will be taken as a weekly grade and turned in on Fridays 

(20 points). 

 

Writings/Essays:  The Reading curriculum has many writing opportunities and essays 

for each unit.  These will be counted as English grades. (The point value will vary 

based on the specific assignment.) 


