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WO News 
WORKING THE NEW NORMAL 
This year is different.   

That’s an understatement, right?  We have masks to keep up with, distances to maintain, 

and . . . oh, yes, hands to wash — constantly.   

The year looks different in the hallways and classrooms, but it also will look different on 

Friday nights.  The 25% stadium capacity will be a challenge for all of us, but as Coach Batey 

constantly notes, “I’m just glad we will have football.”  He is right.  We will have football, but 

that too  will reflect the times.  LHSAA, CDC, and district guidelines set clear perimeters for 

all of us:  schools, teams, coaches, parents, and visitors.   

Stadium capacity will restrict all schools , especially the number of tickets available.  Because 

of this restriction, we have prioritized how tickets are sold.  Each student involved in varsity 

football, band, cheer, dance, NJROTC color guard game participants, and sports medicine 

will be allotted two tickets for purchase.  Parents can send money with their students to pur-

chase their two tickets from their coach or sponsor from Thursday to Tuesday of the week 

before the game.  The coach/sponsor will then give each student the tickets purchased to take 

home.  If a student player loses the tickets, we will not replace them.  The cost per ticket is 

$10.  After Tuesday when we see how many tickets are available, we will open the remaining 

tickets to online sales.  A link will be available on the school website and on FB.  Persons 

purchasing an online ticket should bring the receipt to Mrs. Krickel in the front office, and 

she will provide the ticket.  NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE GATE.   Students 

will be allowed to purchase tickets at lunch from Wednesday to 2:0 p.m. Friday as long as 

tickets are available. 

All fans are expected to wear masks, to begin sitting six feet from the end of aisles, and to 

distance six feet away from other fans.  These rules follow the district and state guidelines. 

I know we are all frustrated with change, especially change that we might deem unnecessary; 

however, we might remember to look at the glass as half full and say, “I’m just glad there is 

football.”   

 

VIP TEACHERS AND STUDENTS FIND CHAL-
LENGES  
Getting instruction on the computer sounds easy.   After all we order clothes, food, entertain-

ment, and talk to friends from around the world at the click of a button.  What could possibly 

go wrong?   1.  Internet can go down during a storm.  2.  Bandwidths are not sufficient, and 

students and teachers lose their connections.  3.  The sound lags. 4.  This is not last spring 

virtual instruction.  Yes, challenges do exist, but little by little we are working through them.  

However, many of you VIP students may need to consider your grades and internet connec-

tion and reconsider whether this mode of instruction is working for you.  If not, please call 

Bobby Crockett at 318-249-2117 # 225. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 School pictures will be taken Septem-
ber 29, 2020.   

 Fees can be paid until the end of 
October. 

 Parking stickers need to be pur-
chased before October 1 to avoid a 
ticket. 

 PSAT registration deadline , Tues-
day, October 20.  See Mrs. Bailey. 

 ACT testing October 6 at school.   
Only testers will attend school that 
day. 

 



“A person’ true character is often revealed in times of crisis or tempta-
tion.  Make sure that you have what it takes to be your best in such 
times.”    Paul Woo 

Before  your child enters a quarantine period, you should contact the school nurse, Kathy 

Rutledge, for further instructions.  It is necessary for the school to know so that the time 

is documented and so that the teachers can be aware of your child’s situation.    

GETTING INVOLVED 

COVID PROTOCOLS  

Students who are involved in their school 

in other ways that just the classroom find 

school more fulfilling.  We encourage your 

students to take the time to find a niche in 

one of our clubs or organizations so that 

they can be more well rounded individu-

als.  Some of the clubs that are available 

are Student Council, National Honor Soci-

ety, Biology Club, Culture Club, FFA, Fish-

ing Team, Hunting Club, FCS, and many 

more.   

As in all things this year, our clubs will 

look different.   

 

Some changes:   

NHS will induct new members in January 

2021.  Interested students  have plenty of 

time to acquire service hours.  Check with 

Laura Brown, 227, to get specifics. 

Culture Club will not meet until the sec-

ond semester.   

FFA continues from the ag department. 

Hunting Club: Coach Nicklas 

Fishing Team: Mr. Batey 

 

SOCCER TRYOUTS 

Lady Chiefs Soccer will hold 

tryouts on October 26th at 3:30 

— 5:00 on the practice field 

behind the Ag building.  Girls 

interested need to bring a ball, 

water and cleats.  For more 

information, contact Michelle 

Norred at norred@opsb.net.  A 

parent meeting will be October 

27th at 6:00 p.m. in the Lecture 

Hall. 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TRY-

OUTS 

Tryouts for girls’ basketball will 

be held on October 12 — 13.  

Time TBA.  Please see Coach 

Keith Smith if interested or 

contact him at 

keithsmith@opsb.net. 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL TRYOUTS 

Tryouts will be held in the new 

gym October 12 from 8:00 to 

10:00.  Contact Jimbo Murphy 

if you have questions.  jmur-

phy@opsb.net 
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BEGINNING INSIGHTS 

Fluid is a word I am beginning to  dislike.  Really dislike.  I bet all of you do too.  I thought 

about it the other day, and being an English major, I immediately thought, “Well, what word 

would be better?”  Changes?  No.  That does not suggest the ever-moving situation.  Unsolid-

ified?  Too solid.  Sinuous?  Nope.  There is no writhing motions that I see.  Shifting?  Closer.  

Truly, maybe fluid is just the word that works all around for this year 2020. 

No matter how difficult the year has been, good has come from it.  As we have adapted our 

days and procedures, we have found many adaptations we will not change.  The three lunch 

shifts work.  Some students might get hungry, but discrete snacks are allowed.  The distanc-

ing has helped avoid student distractions as has students going directly to first hour classes 

when students arrive.   

The masks are a continuing crucible with which we all deal, but, parents, your kids have done 

well following these guidelines.  I know that admonitions regarding the masks have started at 

home and continued here.  When home and school work together, our students benefit.   

Attendance for all classes brick and mortar and VIP continues to be a challenge.  We are 

about halfway through the nine weeks.  Make sure to check your students’ grades weekly.  

Remember that students can F6 for absences and not get credit for a class, even if the student 

is passing the class.  Also in high school each class stands alone.  A student could miss one 

particular  class multiple times and F6 it while going to another and making an A in that one.   

Let us know if you have questions, and we will work to find the answer.  However, please 

remember this:  our secretaries are not punching bags.  They do a very difficult job every day.  

They try to diffuse anger and make sense of often times incomprehensible situations.   

Thank you for sending your kids to us each day.  We are eager to throw instruction into the 

next gear to recover time lost.   

Go, Chiefs! Be safe! 

Rebekah Oaks, Principal 

 

 

 

REMEMBER  

1. NO CELL PHONES 

2. SHORTS ABOVE THE 
KNEE OR HOLES 
SHOWING SKIN 
ABOVE THE KNEE 
ARE NOT ALLOWED. 

3. CAR DROPOFF IS ON 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE NEW GYM 
(SOFTBALL SIDE).  
STUDENTS CANNOT 
BE DROPPED OFF BE-
FORE 7:15 .  PLEASE 
PICK STUDENTS UP 
THERE FROM 3:08 TO 
3:30.  STUDENTS 
SHOULD BE PICKED 
UP BY 3:40.  PARENTS, 
ADMINISTRATORS 
WILL ASK YOU TO 
COMPLY WITH THIS 
PROCEDURE IF YOU 
OR YOUR CHILD IS 
NOT FOLLOWING 
THE APPROPRIATE 
PROTOCOL.  TO DO 
SO DOES NOT MAKE 
US RUDE OR UNREA-
SONABLE.  HAVING A 
DESIGNATED AREA 
FOR DROPOFF HELPS 
ENSURE EVERYONE’S 
SAFETY. 

4. VIP ATTENDANCE:  
ALL VIP STUDENTS 
SHOULD SIGN-IN 
DAILY TO ALL CLAS-
SES.  TRUANCY WILL 
BE NOTIFIED FOR 
ALL THOSE NOT 
COMPLYING WITH 
STATE ATTENDANCE 
REGULATIONS.  IF 
INTERNET CONNEC-
TIONS ARE NOT RELI-
ABLE, WE STRONGLY 
SUGGEST THAT YOU 
CONSIDER RE-
ENTERING BRICK 
AND MORTAR 
SCHOOL. 
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Stadium Seating for Football:  Explanations  
the right 

STUDENT 
DROPOFF 

TO CLARIFY WHERE STU-
DENTS SHOULD BE 
DROPPED OFF AND 
PICKED UP AFTER 
SCHOOL, SEE THE ILLUS-
TRATION TO THE RIGHT.   

PLEASE INFORM FAMILY 
MEMBERS PICKING STU-
DENTS UP THE LOCATION 
SO THAT WE CAN ALL 
AVOID FUTURE PROB-
LEMS. 

 

 

 

MAP OF STUDENT DROPOFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opponent   Location  Date  Time 

Scrimmage   Home   Sept. 25th 6:00 p.m. 

1. Vidalia   Home   Oct. 2nd  7:00 p.m. 

2. Lakeside   Away   Oct. 9th  7:00 p.m. 

3. Northwood-Lena    Homecoming  Oct. 16th 7:00 p.m. 

4. Ouachita   Home   Oct. 23rd 7:00 p.m. 

5. West Monroe  Away   Oct. 30  7:00 p.m. 

6. Pineville   Away   Nov. 6th 7:00 p.m. 

7. Ruston   Home   Nov. 13  7:00 p.m.   

 



 

If you look at the photo  on the top opposite 

page, you will see that the football stadium 

seats have been marked with tape to reflect the 

CDC and LHSAA guidelines.   

1. Alternating rows are marked off for no 

seating (Yellow tape). 

2. The blue Xs reflect areas where a person 

can sit.  The space in between is six feet.  

Please sit with your family members and 

space from other fans leaving six feet be-

tween.   

3. Six feet should be left on aisle seats.  No 

one should sit there, thereby giving appro-

priate distance from fans sitting and those 

going up and down the aisle.   

4. No one is allowed on the field after the 

game.  Exit from the rear gate. 

5. Masks must  be worn to enter the stadium 

and in common areas, such as the aisles 

and concession areas. 

 

These protocols are for everyone’s safety.  

Please act responsibly  so that the Chief ‘s sea-

son can continue without a break.  We are do-

ing all of this for our kids.   

 

Other Reminders: 

No outside food or drink allowed. 

No alcohol or tobacco products allowed. 

No large bags allowed. 

 

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT INFO 

  5 



 
SENIOR INFORMATION:  ACT 

All seniors who did not take the ACT at WOHS in June will be testing October 6th. 
This includes VIP students AND any senior that already has an ACT score. The LDOE 
requires a state ACT test administered at the school as part of the graduation require-
ments. Any senior that tested at WOHS in June will stay home on October 6th. 

Everyone must be at WOHS by 7:45 and go directly to the assigned testing room. 
Room assignments will be posted Friday, October 2nd in Google Classroom.  VIP stu-
dents will be separate from F2F students, and Phase 3 guidelines from the LDOE will 
be in place for all students. 

All students must bring a picture ID and sharpened #2 pencils (no mechanical pencils). 
You may bring your personal calculator but it must be approved by ACT. Check this 
link to see if your calculator is approved.  

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-calculator-
policy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2hXp7qKoW9SMphF-
zOu3EIqDgKNDJ3h_HQwCo8TcUQrGQaGxv228h8_Kw  

There will also be calculators available in the testing rooms. 

Plan to leave your phone and any smart watches in your vehicle. You may wear a 
watch to help you keep track of time, but it cannot have any special features. You may 
wear a hoodie as long as it has no pocket. 

Testing for the day should be complete by noon. Some students may continue testing in 
the days to follow October 6th, depending on the need for accommodations. 

Any VIP student who needs to ride the bus MUST contact Bridgette Greer in the 
Transportation Department to make that arrangement. The phone number is 388-8924. 

 

New Spirit Shirts 
can be purchased 
in the front office 
from 9:00 to 1:30.  

Price is $15 


