
AP Language English III 

 

Summer reading is mandatory for Advanced Placement English classes and is due August 22nd.  Summer reading 

assignments are intended to provide support for the material you will be covering during the year.  It is important 

that you put your best effort forward.  Any assignment plagiarized in part or whole will automatically receive a “0” 

grade and a referral.  Your ability to not only think independently but also to express your thoughts is vital to your 

success in AP English. All work will be turned into turnitin.com – finding plagiarism isn’t difficult.  I look forward to 

reading your perspectives. 

AP Language primarily focuses on nonfiction or literary fiction written in the style of nonfiction.  One of the main 

goals of AP Language is to be able to dissect a work to determine the speaker/author’s PURPOSE and HOW he/she 

uses language to achieve that purpose.  You will use the book you choose for your first writing assignment in class. 

Choose ONE of the following books: 

1. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 

2. Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World that can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain 

3. When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi and Abraham Verghese  

4. The Things they Carried by Tim O’Brien 

 

For each work, you will select 30 quotes of significance.  Then, you will explain HOW or WHY each quote is 

important.  Why did you select it?  How does each quote contribute to the meaning of the chapter or the book as a 

whole?  These connections are important – a mere restating of the quote will not get you credit. 

 
Then, you will write a short 5-6 sentence paragraph explaining the author’s goal or purpose in this work as a 
whole.  Does he/she achieve it? Why do you think so? 
 
You will turn in a printed copy of your assignment as well as an electronic copy to turnitin.com on Monday August 
22nd.  You will register for turnitin when we return in fall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** AP Language is a college-level course with college-level content. These books may contain mature content and 
language.  If you need help making a selection, email me.   
  

https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Kalanithi/e/B01AHWVGDU?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1651591188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Abraham-Verghese/e/B000AP9LZ0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1651591188&sr=8-1


The AP Mindset 
Statement from College Board 
 
Thousands of Advanced Placement teachers have contributed to the principles articulated here. These principles 
are not new; they are, rather, a reminder of how AP already works in classrooms nationwide. The following 
principles are designed to ensure that teachers’ expertise is respected, required course content is understood, and 
that students are academically challenged and free to make up their own minds. 
 

1. AP stands for clarity and transparency. Teachers and students deserve clear expectations. The Advanced 
Placement Program makes public its course frameworks and sample assessments. Confusion about what is 
permitted in the classroom disrupts teachers and students as they navigate demanding work.   
 

2. AP is an unflinching encounter with evidence. AP courses enable students to develop as independent 
thinkers and to draw their own conclusions. Evidence and the scientific method are the starting place for 
conversations in AP courses. 
 

3. AP opposes censorship. AP is animated by a deep respect for the intellectual freedom of teachers and 
students alike. If a school bans required topics from their AP courses, the AP Program removes the AP 
designation from that course and its inclusion in the AP Course Ledger provided to colleges and 
universities. For example, the concepts of evolution are at the heart of college biology, and a course that 
neglects such concepts does not pass muster as AP Biology.  
 

4. AP opposes indoctrination. AP students are expected to analyze different perspectives from their own, 
and no points on an AP Exam are awarded for agreement with a viewpoint. AP students are not required to 
feel certain ways about themselves or the course content. AP courses instead develop students’ abilities to 
assess the credibility of sources, draw conclusions, and make up their own minds. 
As the AP English Literature course description states: “AP students are not expected or asked to subscribe 
to any one specific set of cultural or political values, but are expected to have the maturity to analyze 
perspectives different from their own and to question the meaning, purpose, or effect of such content 
within the literary work as a whole. 
 

5. AP courses foster an open-minded approach to the histories and cultures of different peoples. The 
study of different nationalities, cultures, religions, races, and ethnicities is essential within a variety of 
academic disciplines. AP courses ground such studies in primary sources so that students can evaluate 
experiences and evidence for themselves. 
 

6. Every AP student who engages with evidence is listened to and respected. Students are encouraged to 
evaluate arguments but not one another. AP classrooms respect diversity in backgrounds, experiences, and 
viewpoints. The perspectives and contributions of the full range of AP students are sought and considered. 
Respectful debate of ideas is cultivated and protected; personal attacks have no place in AP. 
 

7. AP is a choice for parents and students. Parents and students freely choose to enroll in AP courses. 
Course descriptions are available online for parents and students to inform their choice. Parents do not 
define which college-level topics are suitable within AP courses; AP course and exam materials are crafted 
by committees of professors and other expert educators in each field. AP courses and exams are then 
further validated by the American Council on Education and studies that confirm the use of AP scores for 
college credits by thousands of colleges and universities nationwide.   

 
 

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to email me at jenniferetzel@opsb.net. You can also join our 

AP Summer Reading Google Class.  The code is m3gvjuw. 


