
West Monroe High School 

Gifted English I (9
th

 grade) 

Mrs. Gulde - hgulde@opsb.net  

 

Summer Reading 2019-20 

 

Welcome to 9
th

 grade G/T English. I am looking forward to an awesome year of 

learning together! Please read this summer reading packet immediately. You may email 

me if you have any questions. More information about gifted English I, including a 

course outline, supply list, and this summer reading packet will be available on my 

teacher page (Mrs. Gulde) at gorebs.org by the end of May. You may email me if you 

have any questions about summer reading not covered in this packet.  

 

You have elected to take gifted English I. This class is designed to give you a 

strong foundation, not only for Advanced Placement English, but also for college, the 

ACT, and the SAT. The curriculum for this class includes weekly vocabulary, rigorous 

reading, analytical writing, class discussions, and yes, homework. You are expected to 

complete all assignments and to come to class prepared to participate. With this 

preparation comes summer reading. If you are dismayed by any of this, please remember 

that this level of English I is optional.  

 

You are to read To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. You only have one book to 

read, but you must read it closely and perhaps even reread it. I advise you read (or reread) 

the book in late July or early August so that it will be fresh on your mind when school 

begins, but do not wait until the last minute! 

 

Why read the actual book when you could read an online summary of it or 

watch the movie? 

 

 Reading books of literary merit provides many benefits including 

expanding vocabulary; broadening knowledge of history, culture, 

geography; improving critical/analytical thinking skills - all thereby 

making you a better reader and writer.  

 Reading someone else’s summary of To Kill a Mockingbird robs you of all 

of those benefits. You miss out on Lee’s language, the vicarious historical 

experience, specific details, and the effects that her literary moves, such as 

creating surprise, have on you as a reader.  

 You need practice reading the kind of language Lee uses, and you need to 

experience the events of the book firsthand. Later, when we begin to 

analyze the many deeper meanings of the book, you may supplement with 

critical resources, but NOT in place of summer reading. 

 Be warned. I feel so strongly about this that I designed your reading check 

quiz to test you on details only in the book and not included in online 

synopses. Do not expect to pass this 100 point test if you do not read the 

actual book. 
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Why THIS book? 

 

 To Kill a Mockingbird was assigned to me when I was your age, and it 

instantly became and has remained one of my favorite books of all time. I 

have read it many times, and every time, I find something new, and I like 

it even more. 

 At the very least, this is a great story, and students almost always like this 

book. But it is SO much more than that.  

 This book is just complex enough and has so many deeper meanings, the 

skills we develop through our reading and study of it will transfer to future 

texts. We will refer to this novel for the next two years. 

 After its 1960 debut, To Kill a Mockingbird won the Pulitzer Prize for 

fiction and remained on the New York Times best seller list for 98 weeks.  

 

In short, this book IS WORTH OUR TIME. 

 

Your Assignment (This is my first impression of you as a student. Impress me!) 

 

1. Read the actual book. Have a positive attitude! Try to enjoy the story, the 

mystery, and the language. (You may want to annotate as you read so your first 

impressions are fresh. Or you may want to read once to enjoy the story, and then 

go back through it to annotate. I tend to do a combination of the two. ) 

2. I recommend that you annotate your book. As you read, underline or highlight 

important words or passages, and make notes about them in the margin. See the 

attached annotation guide for a list of what to notice and mark.  

3. Keep a response journal. As you read, select the five quotes to which you really 

had an emotional response, and record them in a response journal. See the 

attached response journal instructions and example. Response journal – 50 point 

grade.  
4. You will have a reading check test the first week of school. This is to hold you 

accountable for reading the actual book. This will not test you on deeper 

meanings such as symbolism or the impact of gothic elements, but this WILL test 

that you read the actual book by testing you on details NOT included in online 

summaries, and this will test that you have a surface level comprehension of the 

events of the story. If you closely read the actual book, you will be fine. Reading 

Check Quiz – 100 point grade. 
5. The entire first six weeks of school will revolve around our study of To Kill a 

Mockingbird. We will deeply analyze each section. We will compare and contrast 

it to other texts. We will learn about the historical context and literary movements 

reflected in it and shaping it. Then we will transfer the skills we developed 

through this study to new texts, and we will build upon these skills. If you do not 

read the actual book before the first week of school, you will be lost, your first six 

weeks grade will be severely, negatively affected, and the references we make for 

the rest of the year will be lost on you. On the flip side, if you complete your 

assignment, you do your future self a huge favor! Your first six weeks grade will 



be positively affected, and you will have a strong foundation on which to build 

knowledge the rest of the year. 

 

About Harper Lee 

 

 
 

Harper Lee has followed her own advice in writing about what she knows. In 
fact, critics have noted many parallels between the novel and Lee’s early life. 
Maycomb, the setting for the novel, bears a striking resemblance to the small town 
of Monroeville, Alabama, where Lee grew up in the 1930s. Like Scout, the narrator 
of the novel, Lee’s family has deep roots in Alabama. Her father, Amasa Coleman Lee, 
was a descendant of General Robert E. Lee. A lawyer and state legislator, Lee’s father 
likely served as the model for Atticus Finch, Scout’s father in the novel.  

The author was born on April 28, 1926, as Nelle Harper Lee. During her 
childhood, Lee read avidly. By the time she was a teenager, she had begun to set her 
sights on a writing career— a goal she shared with her childhood friend, well-
known author Truman Capote.  

At the University of Alabama, Lee wrote reviews, editorials, and satires for 
college publications. After graduating, she pursued a law degree at the same 
university. In 1949, however, she withdrew and moved to New York City with the 
goal of becoming a writer.  

While working at other jobs, Lee submitted stories and essays to publishers. 
All were rejected. An agent, however, took an interest in one of her short stories and 
suggested she expand it into a novel. By 1957 she had finished a draft of To Kill a 
Mockingbird. A publisher to whom she sent the novel saw its potential but thought it 
needed reworking. With her editor, Lee spent two and a half more years revising the 
manuscript. By 1960 the novel was published. In a 1961 interview with Newsweek 
magazine, Lee commented: “Writing is the hardest thing in the world, . . . but writing 
is the only thing that has made me completely happy.”  

To Kill a Mockingbird was an immediate and widespread success. Within a 
year, the novel sold half a million copies and received the Pulitzer Prize for fiction. 
Within two years, it was turned into a highly acclaimed film.  

Readers admire the novel’s sensitive and probing treatment of race relations. 
But, equally, they enjoy its vivid account of childhood in a small rural town. 
Summing up the novel’s enduring impact in a 1974 review, R. A. Dave called To Kill a 
Mockingbird “ . . . a movingly human drama of the jostling worlds—of children and 
adults, of innocence and experience, of kindness and cruelty, of love and hatred, of 



humor and pathos, and above all of appearance and reality—all taking the reader to 
the root of human behavior.”  

For almost four decades, Harper Lee has declined to comment on her 
popular—and only—novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, preferring instead to let the novel 
speak for itself. Today, the novel continues to delight and inspire millions of readers.  
 

(From The Glencoe Literature Library Study Guide) 

 

 

Suggested Annotation Guide 

 

I suggest that you underline and label any of the following that you happen to 

notice as you read (or reread). Don’t worry if you don’t understand the significance or 

potential meaning of what you are noting. Just make note of these, and we will 

thoroughly explore them together in the first weeks of school.  

  

 Characterization – Any words, actions, or descriptions that indicate a character’s 

traits 

 Meaningful names – Does a character’s name hold meaning in itself? Is it a word 

or does it sound like a word? Is it an allusion to a famous person with that name? 

 Foil characters – Do two characters seem to contrast in their personalities, actions, 

beliefs, attitudes? (Even if it is only in one scene) 

 Dynamic characters – Do any characters change over the course of the novel? Do 

any characters learn important lessons? 

 Courage  

 Empathy – references to trying to see life from another’s point of view 

 Birds – Any reference to a bird 

 Superstition – Any reference to superstition (belief not based on reason) 

 Your emotional response – If something strikes you as funny or makes you sad, 

happy, angry, surprised etc., make a note of your emotional response. 

 Unknown words – If you encounter a word you don’t know the meaning of, look 

the word up, and write a synonym or brief definition in the margin. 

 

Response Journal (50 points) 

 

Keep a journal of FIVE meaningful quotes to which you will respond. The 

responses must be deep and specific, not vague or general. Please write at least 3-5 

sentences for each response. Write “Quote” on the left side and “Response” on the other. 

Write the entire quotation; do NOT use ellipses. Provide page numbers for each entry. 

Your response to the text can be to pose a question about it, analyze it, connect it to 

yourself, interpret it, react emotionally to it, agree/disagree with it or a combination of 

these. Explain/elaborate on your response. Please make sure your work is your own. 

There is no reason two students should have all the same quotes and certainly not the 

same responses. You may type in Times New Roman 12 point font or write by hand 

neatly in black ink.  

 



Response Journal Example: 

 

Response Journal by: _____________________________________________________ 

Title of Book: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 

Quote 

 

“When enough years had gone by to 

enable us to look back on them, we 

sometimes discussed the events 

leading to his accident. I maintain that 

the Ewells started it all, but Jem, who 

was four years my senior, said it 

started long before that. He said it 

began the summer Dill came to us, 

when Dill first gave us the idea of 

making Boo Radly come out.” (Lee 3). 

 

Response 

 

 Scout is being mysterious about how Jem broke 

his arm. Maybe Lee does this on the first page 

to create suspense and encourage the reader to 

continue reading. It does make me curious. How 

did Jem have this accident? And how can the 

events leading to a broken arm start so far back 

before the accident itself? This means that 

everything Scout tells me from here forward is 

somehow connected and building toward this 

accident, even if it seems unrelated. 

 

 

Please see that your response does not have to be some deep literary analysis, but 

it can simply be how a quote makes you feel or what prediction you make based on it.  

 

 

Enjoy this book! I look forward to discussing it with you in ninth grade! 

 


