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Syllabus and Course Outline 

Instructor: Mr. Marvin Bennett, MBA 

Room:  111 

Email:  mbennett@wellstonschools.org 

Course:  AP U.S. History 

Primary Textbook:  

Faragher, John Mack, Mari Jo Buhle, Daniel Czitrom, and Susan H. Armitage. Out of Many: A History of 

the American People. 8th edition. Pearson, 2016. 

Supplemental Texts:  

Newman, John and Shmalbach, John, M. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced 

Placement® Examination. NY, NY: AMSCO School Publications, Inc. 2018.  

Madaras, Larry and SoRelle, James, M. Taking Sides: Clashing Views in United States History, Volume 

1: The Colonial Period to Reconstruction, 17th Edition. McGraw-Hill, 2017.  

Madaras, Larry and SoRelle, James, M. Taking Sides: Clashing Views in United States History, Volume 

2: Reconstruction to the Present, 17th Edition. McGraw-Hill, 2017.  

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History AP U.S. History Study Guide.  

Supplies: Pencils, Pens, Map Pencils, Notebook Paper, Binder, Spiral Notebook 

Course Description:  

The Advanced Placement U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual 

knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program prepares 

students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those 

made by full-year introductory college courses.  

Units Covered in AP U.S. History Weight on AP Exam 

Unit 1 Period 1 1491-1607 4-6% 

Unit 2 Period 2 1607-1754 6-8% 

Unit 3 Period 3 1754-1800 10-17% 

Unit 4 Period 4 1800-1848 10-17% 

Unit 5 Period 5 1844-1877 10-17% 

Unit 6 Period 6 1865-1898 10-17% 

Unit 7 Period 7 1890-1945 10-17% 

Unit 8 Period 8 1945-1980 10-17% 

Unit 9 Period 9 1980-Present 4-6% 
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Curricular Requirements  

1. The teacher and students have access to a college-level U.S. history textbook, diverse primary sources, 

and multiple secondary sources written by historians or scholars interpreting the past.  

2. The course provides opportunities to develop student understanding of the required content outlined in 

each of the units described in the AP Course and Exam Description (CED).  

3. The course provides opportunities to develop student understanding of the course themes.  

4. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 1: Developments 

and Processes.  

5. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 2: Sourcing and 

Situation.  

6. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 3: Claims and 

Evidence in Sources.  

7. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 4: Contextualization.  

8. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 5: Making 

Connections through the application of the three historical reasoning processes (comparison, causation, 

continuity and change).  

9. The course provides opportunities for students to develop Historical Thinking Skill 6: Argumentation.  

Themes of AP U.S. History, which will be imbedded in all activities in the class. These themes drive the 

curriculum throughout the school year:  

Theme 1 American and National Identity (NAT):  

Theme focuses on how and why definitions of American and national identity and values have developed 

among diverse and changing population of North America. Theme also focuses on related topics such as 

citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, assimilation, and American exceptionalism.  

Theme 2 Work, Exchange and Technology (WXT):  

Theme focuses on the factors behind the development of systems of economic exchange— particularly the role 

of technology, economic markets, and government.  

Theme 3 Geography and the Environment (GEO):  

Theme focuses on the role of geography and both the natural and human-made environments in the social and 

political developments in what would become the U.S.  

Theme 4 Migration and Settlement (MIG):  

Theme focuses on why and how the various people who moved to and within the U.S. both adapted to and 

transformed their new social and physical environments.  

Theme 5 Politics and Power (PCE):  

Theme focuses on how different social and political groups have influenced society and government in the 

United States as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed over time.  
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Theme 6 America in the World (WOR):  

Theme focuses on the interactions between nations that affected North American history in the colonial period. 

Theme also focuses on the influence of the U.S. on world affairs.  

Theme 7—American and Regional Culture (ARC):  

Theme focuses on the how and why national, regional, and group cultures developed and changed as well as 

how culture has shaped government policy and the economy.  

Theme 8—Social Structures (SOC):  

Theme focuses on how and why systems of social organization develop and change as well as the impact that 

these systems have on broader society.  

AP Historical Thinking Skills:  

All students will need to master these skills to be successful in the AP U.S. History course. All assignments and 

assessments will focus on these skills:  

Skill 1: Development and Processes—Identify and explain historical developments and processes.  

1.A Identify a historical concept, development, or process. 1.B Explain a historical concept, development, or 

process.  

Skill 2: Sourcing and Situation—Analyze sourcing and situation of primary and secondary sources.  

2.A  Identify a source’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience.  

2.B  Explain the point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience of a source.  

2.C  Explain the significance of a source’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience, 

including how these might limit the use(s) of a source.  

Skill 3: Claims and Evidence in Sources—Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources.  

3.A   Identify and describe a claim and/or argument in a text based or non-text-based          source.  

      3.B   Identify the evidence used in a source to support an argument. 

      3.C   Compare the arguments or main ideas of two sources. 

      3.D.  Explain how claims or evidence support, modify, or refute a source’s argument.  

Skill 4: Contextualization—Analyze the context of historical events, developments, or processes.  

4.A   Identify and describe a historical context for a specific historical development or    process.  
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4.B   Explain how a specific historical development or process is situated within a broader historical context.  

 

Skill 5: Making Connections—Using historical reasoning processes (comparison, causation, continuity and 

change), analyze patterns and connections between and among historical developments and processes.  

5.A.  Identify patterns among or connections between historical developments and processes.  

5.B   Explain how a historical development or process relates to another historical development or process.  

Skill 6: Argumentation—Develop an argument.  

    6.A   Make a historically defensible claim. 

    6.B   Support an argument using specific and relevant evidence.  

• Describe specific examples of historically relevant evidence.  

• Explain how specific examples of historically relevant evidence support an argument.  

    6.C   Use historical reasoning to explain relationships among pieces of historical evidence.  

    6.D   Corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument using diverse and alternative evidence     in order to 

develop a complex argument.  

This argument might:  

• Explain nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables.  

• Explain relevant and insightful connections within and across periods.  

• Explain the relative historical significance of a source’s credibility and limitations.  

• Explain how or why a historical claim or argument is or is not effective.  

Assessments: Student Practice  

Throughout each unit, Topic Questions will be provided to help students check their understanding. The Topic 

Questions are especially useful for confirming understanding of difficult or foundational topics before moving 

on to new content or skills that build upon prior topics. Topic Questions can be assigned before, during, or after 

a lesson, and as in-class work or homework. Students will get rationales for each Topic Question that will help 

them understand why an answer is correct or incorrect, and their results will reveal misunderstandings to help 

them target the content and skills needed for additional practice.  

Unit Tests:  

Most unit tests will include questions similar to past AP U.S. History Exams. Tests will be given approximately 

every three weeks and are cumulative.  

Essays:  

Long essay questions (LEQs) and document-based questions (DBQs). All LEQs and DBQs will be completed 

by participation in groups, pairs, or class discussions. In addition, DBQs and LEQs will be used for unit tests. 
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DBQs will be used to assess students’ ability to explain the author’s point of view, purpose, audience, and/or 

historical situation.  

 

 

Short-Answer Questions (SAQs):  

These are warm-up questions or bell ringers for the class discussion. They will also be used as test questions 

with the multiple-choice unit tests.  

Oral Exams:  

All oral exams will be based on former LEQs and will be completed in groups of 3–4 students. The LEQ test 

will be given after the oral exam in conjunction with the multiple-choice test if time permits.  

Daily Discussions:  

Each day students will discuss as a class with a series of Socratic questions based on lecture, readings, 

vocabulary, SAQs, LEQs, and DBQs. They may also come from primary documents that students read in each 

unit.  

Weekly Quizzes:  

Weekly vocabulary quizzes based on the daily textbook readings.  

Course Outline: 

 

 


