
Welcome to Sixth Grade Science at 

Ouachita Junior High School! 

Welcome back to another exciting school year!  My name 

is Brandi Townsend.  I have been teaching for 16 years.  I am excited 

to watch your child grow as he/she explores and discovers the 

world around them through the eyes of a scientist.  To ensure that each 

child reaches their full potential, we need to work together (teacher/student/parent) to develop a 

strong and helpful working relationship that includes communicating clearly and consistently.  Please 

read the following procedures and expectations for my class, and take time to discuss them with your 

child.  I will give 10 Bonus points to any student who brings all forms back signed by their parent by 

this Friday (Syllabus and Parent Acknowledgement).  I will hole punch the syllabus and procedures, 

for students to keep in the front of their Science folder as a daily reminder of classroom routines and 

supplies needed. 

What to bring to class DAILY 

⮚ Science notebook (3 subject notebook) 

⮚ Durable plastic 2 pocket folder with prongs (no paper folders please) 

⮚ Pencils (I have a sharpener in class.  Please do NOT bring handheld sharpeners . Mechanical 

pencils work really well) 

⮚ Colored Pencils or colors 

⮚ YELLOW Highlighter 

 

                  Procedures - I have established specific classroom procedures for almost every action  
                  needed in my classroom.  (see attached “Procedures”)  Students are expected to follow  
                  these procedures in order to ensure our class time is conducive to learning. 

 

Expectations - I have very strict classroom expectations that students are expected to learn and 
follow in my classroom (see below).  They are posted on my wall at all times for reference and those 
who choose to break the rules will receive consequences.  Disruptions, disrespect, and irresponsible 
behavior disrupt the flow of learning and will not be tolerated. 

     *Classroom Rules follow the OJHS acronym for L.I.O.N.S 
Loyal to others - Be polite, kind, and courteous to others.  Encourage others.  Be honest and 
trustworthy.  Be willing to help others 

Intellectually Engaged - Cooperate with teachers and other students.  Participate in class.  Always 
give 100%. 

Openly Respectful - Keep hands and feet to yourself.  Don’t interrupt others.  Say “Please” and 
“Thank You”.  Be quiet in hallways.  Don’t bother other students or their belongings. 

Noticeably Safe - No running or playing.  Keep aisles free of clutter.  Handle equipment properly.  No 
throwing objects.  Ask permission to get out of your seat. 

Showing Responsibility - Follow all directions.  Complete and submit assignments on time.  take 
responsibility for your actions.  Take care of equipment and supplies.  Clean up desk area.  Be 
present and ON TIME each day. 

 

(I have a class set that students can use, but some students may 

prefer to bring their own set to use and keep in their backpacks) 



 

Attendance – I will check attendance every day.  All students will be required to make 

up any tests or quizzes missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to get any missed 

assignments from the designated area in class and notes from a peer, and make sure 

they are turned in on time.  Students will have as many days as they were absent to 

complete any missed assignments (For example, if a student is absent 1 day, they will have 

1 day to make up work.  If they are absent 3 days, they will have 3 days to make up work) If 

assignments are not made up and turned in/submitted in the allotted time, students will 

receive a ZERO. 

 

 Organization – It is extremely important for students to keep their work organized so 

that they can keep up with handouts and assignments.  I only give out extra copies 

under extenuating circumstances.  Students are to have a 3-subject notebook labeled 

with their first and last name for my class to keep up with all labs, class notes, 

vocabulary, etc.  Students are not to scribble or waste pages in this notebook. Students 

will also need to have a durable plastic 2 pocket folder with/3 prongs to keep up with 

study guides, class handouts, or important notices home .  If at any time during the year 

the student loses their folder or ntbk, it should be replaced immediately.  **I recommend 

purchasing a few extra notebooks and folders w/prongs at the beginning of the year to 

keep at home just in case. 

 

Communication 

To ensure your child’s academic success, it is important to maintain communication 

between parent + teacher.  I will send out class updates as needed through webpams to 

notify parents of homework, upcoming tests, or school wide information.  Conferences 

may be scheduled through the office at 318-432-2200, or you may contact me via email 

at btownsend@opsb.net .  I am usually good at responding to emails promptly, but 

please allow up to 1 day for replies.  You may also leave a message in the office if you 

need to speak with me, and I will either call you back during my planning period or after 

school. 

Parental Involvement is crucial to your child’s success!  Please check your child’s 

Science Folder daily for any assignments or important notices being sent home.  Help 

your child stay organized and keep their backpacks free of clutter/trash.  I look forward 

to having a wonderful year with your child! Thank you! 

 

 

 

Mrs. Townsend 

 

  

mailto:btownsend@opsb.net


 

*Students who sign and return this form with their parent’s 

signature by this Friday will receive +10 Bonus points for 

the 1st 9 wks in Science. 

 

By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have read and understand all 

guidelines in the syllabus, and agree to follow all rules and procedures for Mrs. 

Townsend’s Science class.   

______________________________  

PRINT Student Name  

 

By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have read over all guidelines in 

the syllabus, and have discussed the expectations with your child. 

 

______________________________ 
Parent Signature 

 


