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LESSON 
OVERVIEW
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Lesson 28  Understand Halves, Thirds, and 
Fourths in Shapes

Prerequisite SkillsLesson Objectives

Learning Progression

compare fractional parts based on their 
shape and the amount of the whole they 
consume.

In Grade 3 students focus on fractions as 
equal areas of a shape in preparation for 
calculating areas in Grade 4. They read 
and write fractions numerically and 
explore fractions on a number line. 
Students expand their understanding of 
fractions to sixths and eighths. They 
compare fractions in varied ways and find 
equivalencies, preparing them for future 
study of addition of fractions.

In Grade 1 students explore halves and 
fourths by partitioning circles and 
rectangles into two and four equal 
shares. They recognize that the more 
parts a shape is divided into, the smaller 
the size of each part.

In Grade 2 students extend their 
understanding of fractions to thirds.

In this lesson students partition 
squares, circles, and rectangles into 
halves, thirds, and fourths, recognizing 
that equal parts of congruent shapes 
need not be identical. They name and 

• one third one of three equal parts  
of a whole. 

• thirds the parts formed when a whole 
is divided into three equal parts.

Review the following key terms. 

• one half one of two equal parts  
of a whole.

• halves the parts formed when a 
whole is divided into two equal parts 

• one fourth one of four equal parts  
of a whole.

• fourths the parts formed when a 
whole is divided into four equal parts.

Lesson Vocabulary

• Recognize halves of a whole.

• Know the meaning of ordinals third 
and fourth.

Content Objectives
• Identify and name halves, thirds, and 

fourths as parts into which a shape is 
divided.

• Recognize that fractional parts are 
equal in size.

• Understand that the more parts a 
whole is divided into, the smaller the 
size of each part.

Language Objectives
• Divide a shape into halves, thirds, and 

fourths.

• Draw lines in a shape to show 4 equal 
parts in different ways.

• Label parts of shapes that are cut into 
same-size pieces with the words half, 
third, or fourth.

Domain
Geometry

Cluster
A. Reason with shapes and their 

attributes.

Standard
2.G.A.3 Partition circles and rectangles 
into two, three, or four equal shares, 
describe the shares using the words 
halves, thirds, half of, a third of, etc., and 
describe the whole as two halves, three 
thirds, four fourths. Recognize that equal 
shares of identical wholes need not have 
the same shape.

Standards for Mathematical 
Practice (SMP)
1 Make sense of problems and persevere 

in solving them.

3 Construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others.

5 Use appropriate tools strategically.

6 Attend to precision.

7 Look for and make use of structure.

LSSM Focus
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Whole Class Instruction

Lesson 28
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Small Group Differentiation

Reteach
Ready Prerequisite Lessons 45–90 min

Grade 1
• Lesson 26  Understand Shapes
• Lesson 28  Understand Breaking Shapes 

Into Parts

Day 1
45–60 minutes

Toolbox: Interactive Tutorial*
Fraction of a Whole: Halves and Fourths

Practice and  
Problem Solving
Assign pages 291–292. 

Introduction

• Opening Activity  20 min
• Think It Through Question 5 min
• Think  10 min
• Think  10 min
• Reflect  5 min

Day 2
45–60 minutes

Guided Instruction

Think About Dividing Rectangles 
into Equal Parts
• Let’s Explore the Idea  20 min
• Let’s Talk About It  15 min
• Try It Another Way  10 min

Practice and 
Problem Solving
Assign pages 293–294. 

Day 3
45–60 minutes

Guided Practice

Connect Ideas About Dividing  
into Parts
• Explain  15 min
• Compare  15 min 
• Draw  15 min 

Practice and 
Problem Solving
Assign pages 295–296.

Day 4
45–60 minutes

Independent Practice

Apply Ideas About Dividing into 
Parts 
• Put It Together  30 min
• Pair/Share  15 min 

Day 5
45–60 minutes

• On-Level, Intervention or Challenge Activity  20 min

Toolbox: Lesson Quiz
Lesson 28 Quiz 

Student-led Activities
Math Center Activities 30–40 min

Grade 2 (Lesson 28)
• 2.53 Equal Shares Vocabulary
• 2.54 Draw Equal Shares

Teacher-led Activities 
Tools for Instruction 15–20 min

Grade 1 (Lessons 26 and 28)  
• Plane Shapes:  Defining Attributes
• Plane Figures:  Making Equal Shares

Grade 2 (Lesson 28)
• Make Equal Shares

Personalized Learning

Independent
i-Ready Lessons* 10–20 min

Grade 1 (Lessons 26 and 28)  
• Classifying Plane Shapes by Attributes 

i-Ready.com

* We continually update the Interactive Tutorials. Check the Teacher Toolbox for the most 
up-to-date offerings for this lesson.



Opening Activity
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Overview

Students divide a 4 3 4 square into different arrangements of halves. They 
compare ways of dividing the square, justifying that the division represents 
one half of the whole square.

Step By Step

1  Show half of a square.

• Ask students to trace around a 4 3 4 square on grid paper.

• Tell students to draw a line that will divide the square in half. If necessary, 
remind them that half means “two equal parts.” Expect horizontal, vertical, 
and diagonal divisions, and accept any division that can be justified.

• Have students display the way they divided the square and tell how they 
know they have divided it in half. Listen for reasons such as: The two 
parts look the same; If I folded the paper they would be the same or one 
would fit on top of the other. Some students may use area to justify 
rather than relying on visual comparisons. They will notice that each half 
contains the same number of little squares.

2  Extend the concept of half.

• Ask students to trace another 4 3 4 square.

• Challenge students to be creative in finding another way that no one has 
shown yet to divide the square in half. Allow students to collaborate with 
a partner if they would like to. 

Half of a Square

Lesson 28  
Understand Halves, Thirds, and Fourths in Shapes

Objective Find multiple ways of dividing a square into 
two equal parts.

Time 20–30 minutes

Materials for each student

• Activity Sheet 4 (1-Centimeter Grid Paper) and a pencil



Opening Activity
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• Provide students time to struggle with ideas. Once a student finds a way 
to divide, have them project their solution for all to see. Ask questions 
such as: How do you know the two parts are the same size? Does everyone 
agree they look the same? Is there something you could do to be sure? 
Listen for justification that is becoming more sophisticated. Students 
may begin focusing on ways to count the little squares, think of folding, 
recognize a reflection, or identify that a shape has been turned.

3  Analyze half.

• If no student has divided the square in one of the following ways, project 
one and ask students if they think the square has been divided in half. 
These squares are divided into visually congruent parts. So if students 
are not yet thinking in terms of area, they can still reason accurately.

 

• Ask: Is this square divided in half? How can you tell? Listen for some of the 
reasons listed above. If necessary, have students replicate the square and 
then cut it out to compare the two halves.

Teacher Notes
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Students explore the concept of equal parts. 
Then students examine thirds and fourths of 
squares in which the fractional parts are not 
the same shape.

• Introduce the question at the top of the 
page. Remind students that in the opening 
activity, they explored different ways of 
dividing a square into halves. Ask: What is 
important when dividing a square into halves? 
[Both parts must cover the same amount of 
the square.]

• Draw attention to the circles on the student 
page. Ask Mathematical Discourse questions 
1 and 2 to engage students in thinking 
about equal parts.

 Mathematical Discourse 1 and 2

• On the board, draw examples of circles that 
are not divided into equal parts and discuss 
how these are different from the ones on 
the student page.

• Draw attention to the three squares and ask: 
Are these squares cut in half? [The first two are, 
the third one is not.] How can you tell? [In the 
first two, the parts are the same, but in the 
third one, the parts are not the same.]

• Make sure students understand that when 
the terms half, third, and fourth are used, 
equal-sized parts are implied.

 Real-World Connection

 English Language Learners

At A Glance

Step By Step

 Mathematical Discourse
1 How is dividing a shape into thirds 

and fourths like dividing it into halves?

The parts all have to be the same 
size so they take up the same 
amount of the shape.

2 How could you check that each third 
takes up the same amount of the shape? 
How could you check the fourths?

For the thirds, I could cut out the 
pieces to see if they matched up. 
For the fourths, I could cut out the 
pieces or fold the shape.

 Real-World Connection

Materials: paper cut into circles, 
squares, and rectangles

• Ask students to think of things they 
have seen or used that are in the shape 
of a circle, square, or rectangle that are 
divided into equal parts. 

• Expect them to name pizza, pie, cake, 
brownies, and other food items. Steer 
them to items such as windows  
divided into panes, a square folded 
game board, etc. 

• Have students draw examples of items 
they mentioned on the paper cutouts.

 English Language Learners
Students may struggle with the 
vocabulary thirds and fourths. Provide 
situations in which ordinal numbers are 
used such as: You are the third person to 
come to the board. How many people have 
come to the board? [3]

Introduction
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Think It Through
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The circles are divided into equal parts. You use 
the number of equal parts to name the parts.

one half one third one fourth

2 equal parts 3 equal parts 4 equal parts

Think about sharing a sandwich with a friend. 
You want each piece to be the same size. 

These squares show equal
parts. So each person gets

the same amount.

In this square, 
one part is bigger 
than the other.

Draw another way you could share a sandwich 
equally with a friend. Use the square at the right.

Think Equal parts cover an equal amount of the shape.

How do you divide shapes into 2, 3, and 4 equal parts?

2.G.A.3

Possible answer:

264
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These squares are all the same size. Each smaller shape 
covers one fourth of the square. So each smaller shape 
is an equal part of the square.

These squares are the same size as the ones above. 
Each is divided into 3 equal parts, or thirds. So each 
smaller shape is an equal part of the square.

Think Equal parts can have different shapes.

Reflect Work with a partner.

1  Talk About It Draw two squares that are the same size as the 
ones above. Divide one into fourths and one into thirds in 
different ways than above. Which parts are bigger, the fourths 
or thirds? Explain.

Write About It  

   

   

Think: Divide the 
square in half. 
Then divide each 
half in half.

 Check students’ drawings. Possible explanation: 

Thirds are bigger. Since there are fewer parts, they take up more space 

than fourths.

265

• Draw student attention to Think. Compare 
the different ways in which the first three 
squares are divided. Ask students how they 
could be sure each of the parts is one fourth 
of the shape. Listen for suggestions such as 
cutting one of the fourths into smaller pieces 
to see if they fit on each of the other fourths.

SMP TIP Attend to Precision
Ask Mathematical Discourse question 3 to 
engage student thinking and encourage 
precise articulation of a concept. 
Encourage students to be clear and 
accurate in describing halves of a half by 
asking questions such as: What does it 
mean that they are the same? (SMP 6)

 Mathematical Discourse 3

• Draw the following on a 5 3 5 dot paper 
square (Activity Sheet 20, Dot Paper). 
Display it and ask: Is this square divided into 
fourths? How do you know?

Students should notice that the parts don’t 
have an equal area. The two middle sections 
contain 3 small squares while the triangles 
at the ends contain only 1 small square.

• Analyze the way in which the squares shown 
on the student page are divided into thirds 
by focusing on the amount of space that is 
consumed by each part. 

• For the Reflect section, have students  
draw their squares in the space to the left of 
each set of squares at the top of the page. 
Discuss responses.

 Mathematical Discourse 4

Assign Practice and Problem Solving  
pages 291–292 after students have 
completed this section.

Step By Step

 Mathematics
 PRACTICE AND PROBLEM SOLVING

 Mathematical Discourse

3 Why does it make sense that dividing each half in half makes fourths?

When you divide a shape in half, you know those parts are the 
same size. If you divide a half in half again, it makes two  
equal-sized parts that take up the same amount of space. If you do 
this with both halves, there are 4 parts that each take up the same 
amount of space.

4 Brayden says, “I don’t get it! Four is greater than three, so why aren’t 
fourths bigger than thirds?” What will you tell him?

Listen for suggestions that reflect student understanding of the 
concept of fractions. Fourths and thirds tell the number of parts 
into which a whole is divided. The more parts there are, the smaller 
each one is.
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Guided Instruction

Think About
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Dividing Rectangles into Equal Parts

2  Divide this rectangle into two equal parts.

 

3  Complete this sentence about the rectangle in 
Problem 2. Use a word from the box at the right.

 Each part is a      of the whole rectangle.

4  Divide this rectangle into three equal parts.

 

5  Complete this sentence about the rectangle in 
Problem 4. Use a word from the box at the right.

 Each part is a      of the whole rectangle.

6  Divide this rectangle into four equal parts.

 

7  Complete this sentence about the rectangle in 
Problem 6. Use a word from the box at the right.

 Each part is a      of the whole rectangle.

half

third

fourth

half

third

fourth

half

third

fourth

Let’s Explore the Idea Follow the 
directions for each rectangle.

Possible 
answer:

Possible 
answer:

half

Possible 
answer:

fourth

third

266

Students divide a rectangle into halves, thirds, 
and fourths and identify the parts by name. 
Then students describe a whole in terms of the 
number of fractional parts it contains.

Let’s Explore the Idea
• Work through Problems 2 and 3 together as a 

class. Then direct students to work on the rest 
of the page independently. Tell students to 
divide each rectangle as carefully as possible.

• Thirds are more challenging to visualize and 
draw than halves or fourths. Suggest that 
students check their thirds using a 
nonstandard measure such as a length on 
their pencil or finger to ensure the divisions 
are close to being equal. 

• As students work individually, circulate 
among them. This is an opportunity to assess 
student understanding and address student 
misconceptions. 

SMP TIP Use Structure 
Focus on the structure of fractions  
and how that structure relates to the 
name of the fraction part. (SMP 7)

 Mathematical Discourse 1 and 2

• Watch for students who are still having 
difficulty. See if their understanding 
progresses as they work in pairs during the 
next part of the lesson.

 Concept Extension

At A Glance

Step By Step

 Mathematical Discourse

1 What tells you the name of the part?

Third is like three. So when I divide 
into 3 equal parts, they are thirds. 
Fourth is like four. So when I divide 
into four equal parts, they are fourths.

2 How do you know the parts you drew 
are equal?

Listen for responses such as: I 
measured to make sure they are all 
the same size; They all look the same.

 Concept Extension
Explore fraction/size relationships.

• Say: Josie is confused. She said she knows 
a half is bigger than a third, but a half of 
a mini pizza is smaller than a third of a 
family-sized pizza. Why?

• You may want to draw a picture on the 
board of the two pizzas described.

• Discuss that a fraction describes a part of 
a whole. Even though the amount of 
pizza is smaller in the pizza divided in 
half, it is a bigger part of that pizza than 
the third is of the larger pizza. 

• Emphasize that when comparing 
fractions using more than one whole, 
each whole should be the same size to 
avoid confusion.
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Let’s Talk About It 
Work with a partner.

8  How many halves are in the big rectangle in Problem 2?

  

9  How many thirds are in the big rectangle in Problem 4?

  

10  How many fourths are in the big rectangle in Problem 6?

  

Try It Another Way Show a different way to 
make halves, thirds, and fourths.

11  Show another way to divide a rectangle into halves.

12  Show another way to divide a rectangle into thirds.

13  Show another way to divide a rectangle into fourths.

There are 2 halves in the whole rectangle.

There are 3 thirds in the whole rectangle.

There are 4 fourths in the whole rectangle.

Possible 
answer:

Possible 
answer:

Possible 
answer:

267

Let’s Talk About It
• Instruct students to work in pairs to 

complete Problems 8–10. Walk around to 
each pair. Listen to and join in on discussions 
at different points. 

• After students complete Problem 10, ask 
Mathematical Discourse questions 3 and 4 to 
reinforce the relationship of fractional parts to 
the name of the fraction.

 Mathematical Discourse 3 and 4

Try It Another Way
• Have students discuss Try It Another Way 

with a partner. Tell them to divide each 
rectangle differently from the way they did 
on the previous page.

• Invite volunteers to justify that the fractional 
parts they made within each rectangle are 
equal in size.

• Discuss whether the rectangles on this page 
could be used to demonstrate that a half is 
greater than a third, and that both a half and 
a third are greater than a fourth.

• Students should respond that since the 
rectangles are all the same size, it is clear  
to see which parts are larger in size than  
the others.

 Hands-On Activity

Assign Practice and Problem Solving  
pages 293–294 after students have 
completed this section.

Step By Step

 Mathematics
 PRACTICE AND PROBLEM SOLVING

 Hands-On Activity
Divide rectangles on dot paper.

Materials: Activity Sheet 20 (Dot Paper) 
and pencil

• Demonstrate how to draw a 5 3 4 
rectangle on dot paper. Have students 
draw three of their own 5 3 4 rectangles. 

• Then ask them to connect some of the 
dots to divide one of their rectangles 
into halves, another into thirds, and 
another into fourths.

• Discuss that halves cannot be made 
horizontally on the 5 3 4 rectangle 
because of the location of the dots. Have 
students describe any other limitations 
they notice.

• Ask students to draw a rectangle of a 
different size on the dot paper. Have 
them discover which of the fractions 
they can make.

 Mathematical Discourse

3 Would it be possible to have 5 fourths 
in a rectangle? Explain.

No. Fourths means the rectangle is 
divided into 4 equal parts. If there 
were 5 parts, they would not be 
fourths.

4 What if I divided one of the fourths 
into two equal parts? How many 
parts would there be? Would the  
parts be fourths?

If you divided one of the fourths into 
two parts, there would be 5 parts  
in the rectangle, so the parts would 
not be fourths. You only have  
fourths if the rectangle is divided 
into 4 equal-sized parts.
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Guided Practice

Connect
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Ideas About Dividing into Parts

Talk about these questions as a class. Then write your answers.

14  Explain Carlo and Abe buy the same sandwich. 
Carlo’s sandwich is cut in thirds. Abe’s sandwich 
is cut in fourths. Which sandwich has smaller 
pieces? Explain.

  

  

  

  

15  Compare Which circle is divided into thirds? Explain.

  

  

  

16  Draw Divide the squares in half two different ways. 
Make the halves of one square different shapes than 
the halves of the other square. Try doing the same 
with the circles. What do you notice?

  

  

  

A B

Possible answer: Abe’s sandwich has smaller pieces. 

Abe’s sandwich is cut into 4 pieces. Carlo’s sandwich 

is cut into 3 pieces. When you divide a shape into 

more pieces, the pieces are smaller. 

Possible answer: Circle A is divided into thirds. Both 

circles have 3 parts, but the parts in circle B are not 

equal. The parts of circle A are equal.

Possible answer: I can make the parts of the square 

different shapes. The parts of the circle are the 

same shape.

Possible drawing:

268

Scoring Rubrics

Part A

Points Expectations

2 The student accurately divides the shapes into halves, 
thirds, or fourths to make exactly 10 pieces.

1 The student may draw 10 pieces, but the fractional parts 
within each shape are not equal. Or the fractional parts 
are equal, but there are not a total of 10 pieces.

0 The student was not able to accurately divide the  
shapes into fractional parts, and either more or fewer 
than 10 pieces were made.

Students demonstrate their understanding of 
the fractions half, third, and fourth. Then 
students divide wholes into halves, thirds,  
or fourths.

• Discuss each problem as a class using the 
discussion points outlined below.

Explain
• Allow students to work with a partner to 

share ideas. Encourage them to explain their 
thinking, using pictures to help justify.

• As students share their ideas with the class, 
listen to each explanation and help students 
clarify their thoughts and descriptions.

Compare
• Ask students how they could check to see if 

the divisions are equal. They should focus 
on the concept of congruence (matching 
the parts up) or area (making sure the parts 
take up the same amount of space).

• Have students justify that the parts in circle 
B are not equal. You may want to cut out a 
circle to show that the parts don’t match up.

• Make sure students understand that even 
though two of the parts in circle B are the 
same size, they can’t be thirds since all three 
parts are not equal in size.

Draw
• Some students may be creative and divide a 

circle in a way similar to what is shown here.

• Ask how they could be sure the two parts are 
the same size. Suggest that one way would 
be to use a straight line to divide the circle in 
half (see dashed line). Compare the triangles 
on each side of the line. If the triangles are 
the same size, the halves are equal. 

• Discuss how using a straight dividing line 
results in equal parts.

At A Glance

Step By Step
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Ideas About Dividing into Parts

Put It Together Use what you have learned to complete this task.

17  Shara and her mom make these 3 pizzas 
for a party.

Part A Shara will have 10 people at the party. 
Draw how she could cut each pizza so every person 
gets 1 piece of pizza.

Part B Shara asks more people to the party. Now 
there will be 12 people. Draw how she could cut 
each pizza so every person gets 1 piece of pizza. 

Part C Do you think each person gets an equal 
amount of pizza? Explain.

  

  

  

Possible answer:

Possible answer: No, each person does not get an equal 

amount of pizza. The pizzas are different shapes and sizes, 

so the wholes are not the same size.

Possible answer:

269

Put It Together
• Direct students to complete the Put It 

Together task on their own.

• Read the directions with students and make 
sure they understand each part of the task 
before proceeding. Explain that students 
should divide the pizzas into halves, thirds, 
or fourths. Let them know that they do not 
have to divide all the pizzas the same way.

• If time permits, ask students to share  
the divisions they chose and justify  
their choices.

Assign Practice and Problem Solving  
pages 295–296 after students have 
completed Guided Practice.

Step By Step

 Mathematics
 PRACTICE AND PROBLEM SOLVING

Part B

Points Expectations

2 The student accurately divides each shape into  
4 equal parts.

1 The student may draw 12 pieces, but the fractional parts 
within each shape are not equal. Or the parts are equal, 
but 12 parts were not made.

0 The student was not able to accurately divide the shapes 
into fractional parts or into a total of 12 pieces.

Part C

Points Expectations

2 The student’s response demonstrates a clear 
understanding of fractions. The student recognizes  
that a fourth of one shape may not be equal in size  
to a fourth of another shape.

1 The student’s response shows some understanding of 
fractions. The student may respond that each person 
gets a fourth of a pizza, but may fail to recognize that a 
fourth of one shape may not be equal to a fourth of a 
different shape.

0 The student was not able to articulate an understanding 
of fractional parts or their relationship to each other 
within a single shape or among different shapes.



Differentiated Instruction

Lesson 28 Understand Halves, Thirds, and Fourths in Shapes269b ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted

Lesson 28 
Understand Halves, Thirds, and Fourths in Shapes

 Challenge Activity 
Fold rectangles into sixths, eighths, and twelfths.

Materials: at least 4 rectangles drawn on paper or cut out

• Provide students with the rectangles. Ask students to cut them out if 
necessary.

• Challenge students to find ways of folding the rectangles into sixths, 
eighths, and twelfths. 

• Have them share each rectangle they folded and justify that the parts 
are the same size.

• Ask students to tell how knowing halves, thirds, and fourths can help 
them find sixths, eighths, and twelfths. 

 On-Level Activity
Make paper-folded fractions.

Materials: 3 rectangles and 3 circles drawn on paper or 
cut out

• Provide students with the rectangles and circles. Ask 
them to cut out the shapes if necessary.

• Tell students to fold one rectangle into halves. 
Encourage a variety of ways to fold. Compare the ways 
students folded. 

• Repeat for thirds and fourths, discussing strategies 
students used, such as folding in half and in half again 
for fourths. Have students shade one of the fractional 
pieces on each shape.

• Repeat the above activity with the circles. For thirds, have 
students fold a circle in half and then fold that piece into 
three equal parts from the center of the fold. It will make 
3 wedges (sectors). Open it all up and notice that two of 
the folded parts is a third of the whole.

• Display the folded shapes under the headings Halves, 
Thirds, and Fourths.

 Intervention Activity 
Explore with fraction puzzles.

Materials: For each pair: 3 rectangles, 3 circles, and  
3 squares cut from heavy paper; each set should be cut 
apart into halves, thirds, and fourths (cut the parts of 
rectangles and squares differently from each other); each 
whole shape should be similarly sized

• Provide student pairs with the cut-out fraction pieces.

• Tell students to find and put together the pieces that 
make 3 same-sized rectangles. Repeat for the circles 
and squares. Study each set of shapes, comparing the 
sizes of halves, thirds, and fourths. Ask students to 
place a half, third, and fourth of one shape next to each 
other and order them from largest to smallest. 
Reinforce the concept that the more pieces a shape is 
divided into, the smaller each piece will be.

• Ask students to write the word Halves at the top of a 
sheet of paper and then glue all the puzzle pieces that 
are halves onto the paper. Guide students to place 
each half with another half to form a whole shape. Ask 
students to do the same for thirds and fourths.
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Lesson 28 Quiz continued

3  Liza sees a circle in her book. The circle is divided into halves. 
Which circle could Liza see?

Circle the correct answer.

A  C 

B  D 

4  The circle below is divided into equal parts.

Circle True or False for each statement about the circle.

a. The whole circle is one fourth.   True False

b. The whole circle is four fourths.   True False

c. The circle has 4 parts that are one 
fourth each.      True False

d. The circle is divided into fourths.  True False

1
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Lesson 28 Quiz
Ready® Mathematics

Solve the problems.

1  The two large rectangles below are the same size. Each 
rectangle is divided into equal parts in a different way.

Are the shaded parts equal in size?

Circle the correct answer and explanation.

A No. The shaded part in the first rectangle is larger than the 
shaded part in the second rectangle.

B No. The shaded part in the first rectangle is smaller than 
the shaded part in the second rectangle.

C Yes. The two shaded parts are different shapes, but each 
covers one third of the large rectangle so they are equal in 
size.

D Yes. The two shaded parts are different shapes, but each 
covers one fourth of the large rectangle so they are equal 
in size.

2  Mr. Diaz wants to cut a sandwich into fourths to 
share with his family.

Draw lines on the shape to show one way 
Mr. Diaz can cut the sandwich into fourths.

Overview

Assign the Lesson 28 Quiz and have students work 
independently to complete it.

Use the results of the quiz to assess students’ understanding 
of the content of the lesson and to identify areas for 
reteaching. See the Lesson Pacing Guide at the beginning  
of the lesson and the Differentiated Instruction activities that 
follow for suggested instructional resources.

Tested Skills

Assesses 2.G.A.3

Problems on this assessment form require students to be 
able to identify and name half, third, and fourth parts of a 
divided shape, recognize that halves, thirds, and fourths 
indicate equal-sized parts, divide a shape into halves, thirds, 
or fourths, recognize that equal parts of identical wholes can 
have different shapes, and understand that the more equal 
parts there are, the smaller each part is. Students will also 
need to be familiar with how to partition shapes into equal 
parts and what halves, thirds, and fourths mean.
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Lesson 28 Quiz Answer Key

Ready® Mathematics

1. C
DOK 3

2. Possible student answers.

DOK 2

3. A
DOK 1

4. a. False
b. True
c. True
d. True
DOK 2

Common Misconceptions and Errors

Errors may result if students: 

• confuse the number of equal parts in halves (two), thirds (three), and  
fourths (four).

• do not recognize that two halves, three thirds, and four fourths all equal  
a whole.




