
Distance Learning Video Guide   3rd Grade Amplify Science 

Name       Date  April 27-May1, 2020     #   

 

Environments and Survival – Chapter 2, Lesson 4, Part 2 

 

Directions: Go to the following link on Youtube by clicking on the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLm_xeUJV-
0tRFcI4Zh0EM49VqtWyNjVI9&time_continue=9&v=XlgaJqw6DVk&feature=emb_logo 

Fill in this guide AS you watch the video. You will need to pause the video when 
prompted in order to answer questions. You can write your answers on another piece 
of paper or print this guide to use. When you have completed this assignment, please 
email it to me or snap a picture of it and send it to me in a dojo message. 

 

1. When a trait makes it       for an organism to survive 

in its environment, scientists say that the trait is          . 

 

2. When a trait makes it       for an organism to survive 

in its environment, that the trait is                     . 

 

3. In the pocket mouse activity…which trait was considered adaptive 
and which trait was considered non-adaptive? 
 

adaptive - ______________________ _    

non adaptive - _______________________    

 

4. In biomimicry, why do engineers study the traits of organisms? 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What type of traits do engineers usually study? 
 

          ___________________________________________________________   

         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRFcI4Zh0EM49VqtWyNjVI9&time_continue=9&v=XlgaJqw6DVk&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRFcI4Zh0EM49VqtWyNjVI9&time_continue=9&v=XlgaJqw6DVk&feature=emb_logo
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6. Why are adaptive traits important for organisms? 
 

___________________________________________________________ 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

 
7. What do you have to know about in order to tell if a trait is adaptive 

or not?  _________________________________________    

 

8. Look at the picture of the two mice.  One mouse has pale tan fur 
and the other mouse has dark brown fur.  Which one of these mice 
would be easier for a predator to see in a sandy desert 
environment?    
 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Which trait for fur color – dark brown or pale tan – is an adaptive 
trait for these mice in this sandy environment? 

    ___________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  In our model, dark brown fur was an adaptive trait, and pale tan 
fur was a non-adaptive trait.  How can that be? 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Is it just mice that have adaptive and non-adaptive traits? 

 

    ___________________________________________________________ 
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12.  Are there other organisms that have adaptive and non-adaptive 
traits? 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

 

13.                                        - makes it easier for an organism to meet 
its needs in an environment. 

 

14.                                       - makes it harder for an organism to meet 
its needs in an environment. 
 

15.  Fill in the blanks:  As         , you 
can use your observations of an organism’s traits to inspire              
 

          . 
 

16.  LESSON CHALLENGE:  Observe these organisms in the picture.  
Look at their traits.  Choose one of the organisms from the picture.  
What adaptive trait do you notice that from that organism? Why is 
it an adaptive trait for that organism? 
 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 

 


