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NORTHWEST 
PASSAGE? 



Agriculture + Trade = Prosperity 



TRADE 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

Economic Coercion 
 

Avoid War 
(Get Britain to stop impressing 
American sailors without going to 
war) 
 

RESULT:  FAILURE 
 

NEW 
ENGLAND 



 



HENRY CLAY (KY) JOHN C. CALHOUN (SC) 



War Hawks 

The Opposition 

• Evidence of British support for Tecumseh inflamed Americans. 

• Some young members of Congress from the South and West, 
called War Hawks, demanded war against Britain. 

• They were angered by British trade restrictions and wanted to 
invade Canada for more land to settle. 

•  New England Federalists opposed war. 

•  British trade restrictions hurt New England’s economy. 

•  Others argued that the United States was not ready to fight. 



PROVOCATIONS 

1. Impressment of Sailors 

2. Cutting off Trade 

3. Arming Native Americans 
on the western frontier 

JAMES MADISON 
FOURTH PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. 





War at Sea 

• Britain had hundreds of 
ships, but most were 
scattered around the 
globe.   

• Americans had less than 
20 ships, but had well-
trained sailors and new 
warships like the powerful 
USS Constitution.  

• American ships victorious  
in one-on-one battles. 

• British blockaded seaports. 

Along Canadian Border  

• American leaders wanted 
to invade Canada. 

• Attacks in 1812 failed 

• Oliver Hazard Perry 
won naval Battle of 
Lake Erie in 1813. 

• American control of Lake 
Erie established. 

• British driven out of 
Northwest in 1813. 



CONSEQUENCES GEN. ANDREW JACKSON 

Although the Battle of New Orleans took place after the Treaty of Ghent was 
signed, the Battle of New Orleans was important because the decisive victory 
gave Americans a  sense of national pride. 

1. Surge of national pride 
 

AME CA! 
 

2. Andrew Jackson:   
  National Hero 



The Champion of the Common Man 



 Conflict with Spain over American settlers near 
the U.S.–Florida border 

 Secretary of State John Quincy Adams talked with 
Spain’s Luis de Onís. 

 President James Monroe sent troops to secure 
the border. 

 There was conflict with the Seminoles over 
settlements and runaway slaves. 



Andrew Jackson’s troops captured Seminole 
raiders, beginning First Seminole War in 1818. 

U.S. troops captured Spanish military posts and 
overthrew Spanish governor of Florida. 

Spain and United States signed Adams-Onís 
Treaty in 1819; settled all border disputes. 

United States received East Florida, gave up claim 
to Texas, and agreed to pay U.S. citizens’ claims 
against Spain. 

 



 Latin American countries declared independence from 
Spain. 

 Simon Bolívar led many of these revolutions. 

 The United States feared European countries would 
take control of newly free countries. 

 United States issued Monroe Doctrine. 

 Warned European powers not to interfere in Americas. 

 Put Latin America in U.S. sphere of influence. 



 The United States would not interfere in the affairs of 
European nations. 

 The United States would recognize, and not interfere 
with, countries that already existed in the Americas. 

 The Western Hemisphere was off-limits to 
colonization by any foreign power. 

 The United States would consider any attempt by a 
European power to colonize or interfere in the 
Western Hemisphere a hostile act. 



 Nationalism: feelings of pride and loyalty to a nation 

 Henry Clay proposed the American System: a series of 
measures to make America economically self-sufficient. 

 National bank to provide a single currency,  

 Improved roads  

 Canals funded by a protective tariff (a tariff levied on 
imports to protect the domestic economy rather than 
to raise revenue) 



 Served as a U.S. representative from Kentucky, 
a senator, the Speaker of the House, and 
secretary of state. 

 Supported nationalism. 

 Developed the American System. 

 Dedicated to preserving the Union. 

 Initiated the Missouri Compromise. 



Roads 

Canals 

• Cumberland Road was first federally built 
road 

• Begun in Maryland in 1815, stretched to Illinois 
by 1850 

• Americans tried to make water transportation easier by 
building canals. 

• Erie Canal ran from Albany to Buffalo in New York, 
allowing goods and people to move between East Coast 
and towns on Lake Erie 

• Success of Erie Canal provided incentive for future canal 
building 



 Sectionalism, or disagreements between different regions, threatened 
the Union. 

 Missouri applied to enter Union as slave state, which would change 
balance between free and slave states 

 Initial compromise rejected 

 Henry Clay proposed Missouri Compromise in 1820 

 Missouri entered as slave state 

 Maine would join Union as a free state, preserving balance between 
free and slave states 

 Slavery would be prohibited in any new states or territories north of 
36°30’. 

 Disagreements between the North and South over slavery continued. 



 Andrew Jackson won the popular vote but did not have 
enough electoral votes. 

 The House of Representatives was required by the 
Constitution to choose the winner; they chose John 
Quincy Adams. 

 Jackson’s supporters claimed Adams had made a 
“corrupt bargain” with Henry Clay.  

 Accusations grew after Adams made Clay secretary of 
state. 

 Controversy weakened Adams’s support. 





Louisiana 
Purchase 

(1803) 

Texas 
Annexation 

(1845) 

Oregon 
Treaty 
(1846) 

Mexican 
Cession 
(1848) 


