
Lesson 9: Continue to analyze Jonas’s character



We read and discussed chapter 9 of 

The Giver and analyzed how Jonas 

being named Receiver impacts his 

perception of the community.



Today we will:

● Continue to analyze Jonas’s 

characterization

● Examine how Jonas’s experience 

of memories impacts his 

perception of the community.



You will need:

● The Giver by Lois 

Lowry

● Your split-page 

notes  handout for 

chapters 9-12



● Share your summary from your 

independent reading for chapter 

10-11 with your partner. Then discuss:

○ What did you find interesting from 

the text?

○ What questions do you still have?

● Work together to answer your 

questions and refine your summary, 

as necessary.



Follow along as I read an excerpt 

from chapter 11 of The Giver

○ Start at: “Why don’t we have 
snow and sled and hills?” he 
asked.

○ Stop at: “We’re off to a good 
start.”



● The word 

“obsolete” 

means. . . 

● How do 

you 

know?

“But what happened to those things? Snow, and the rest of 

it?”

“Climate Control. Snow made growing food difficult, limited 

the agricultural periods. And unpredictable weather made 

transportation almost impossible at times. It wasn’t a practical 

thing, so it became obsolete when we went to Sameness.

“And hills, too,” he added. “They made conveyance of 

goods unwieldy. Trucks; buses. Slowed them down. So __” He 

waved his hand, as if a gesture had caused hills to disappear. 

“Sameness,” he concluded.

Jonas frowned. “I wish we had those things, still. Just now 

and then.”

The old man smiled. “So do I,” he said. “But that choice is 

not ours.”



● How do 

Jonas and 

The Giver feel 

about 

weather and 

hills being 

obsolete?

● Why are their 

perspectives 

significant?

“But what happened to those things? Snow, and the rest of 

it?”

“Climate Control. Snow made growing food difficult, limited 

the agricultural periods. And unpredictable weather made 

transportation almost impossible at times. It wasn’t a practical 

thing, so it became obsolete when we went to Sameness.

“And hills, too,” he added. “They made conveyance of 

goods unwieldy. Trucks; buses. Slowed them down. So __” He 

waved his hand, as if a gesture had caused hills to disappear. 

“Sameness,” he concluded.

Jonas frowned. “I wish we had those things, still. Just now 

and then.”

The old man smiled. “So do I,” he said. “But that choice is 

not ours.”



Continue Discussion: 

● Why/how did snow cause problems? Given this, 
what did the community want to do to ensure 
they could grow crops and have smooth 
transportation?

● What does Sameness suggest about what the 
community wants?



● With your partner, reread the 

following excerpt from chapter 11:

○ Start at: Jonas obeyed 

cheerfully.

○ Stop at: “Call me The Giver,” he 

told Jonas.

● Discuss and answer question 

numbers 4-5 on your split-page 

notes.

Split Page Notes 
for ch 9-12



Answer question number 6 on your 

split-page notes handout:

● How do The Giver’s memories 

influence Jonas’ perspective 

about his community’s focus on 

Sameness? Cite evidence from 

the text.



Assignment Materials you will need

Read chapter 12 of The Giver 

and complete your reading log.

● The Giver

● 321 Charts



In this lesson, you read and discussed chapter 11 of 

The Giver by Lois Lowry.

You also analyzed how Jonas’ experience of 

memories impacts his perception of his community.


