
Lesson 6: Analyze repeated incidents in the text and 

make inferences about their meaning



We read an excerpt from chapter 3 

of The Giver, defined words in 

context, and analyzed what Jonas’s 

memory reveals about him and his 

community.



Today we will:

● Analyze incidents where 

being “released” is described 

in the text.

● Make inferences about how 

release is viewed by Jonas 

and his community.



You will need:

● The Giver by Lois Lowry

● Your 321 charts

● Incident chart handout



● Share your summary from your 

independent reading for chapter 4 

with your partner. Then discuss:

○ What did you find interesting 

from the text?

○ What questions do you still 

have?

● Work together to answer your 

questions and refine your summary, 

as necessary.



In our last lesson, we discussed how memory moments 
often provide clues about ideas that are important to 
the text’s meaning. Another thing that authors often do 
is to repeat certain words, phrases, or situations over 
and over again in the text. When you notice something 
that is repeated, it is often important because it might 
help you better uncover key ideas or themes in the text. 
Today, we’re going to examine different times the idea 
of being released has been mentioned in the book to 
begin to consider what this might mean/ how it might 
be viewed by the community.



Discuss with a partner:

● How does Larissa 

view Roberto’s 

release?

● What words and 

phrases in the text 

support this?

● What does this 

suggest about 

release and how it is 

viewed?

Jonas thought Larissa had drifted into 

sleep, as the Old often did, and he was careful 

to keep his motions steady and gentle so he 

wouldn’t wake her. He was surprised when she 

spoke, her eyes still closed.

“This morning we celebrated the release of 

Roberto,” she told him. “It was wonderful.”

“I knew Roberto!” Jonas said. “I helped 

with his feeding the last time I was here, just a 

few weeks ago. He was a very interesting 

man.”

Larissa opened her eyes happily. “The told 

his whole life before they released him,” she 

said. “They always do.”



What is the 
incident of 
release? In 
other words, 
who is 
released and 
why?

Who describes 
the release? What 
words/phrases 
does he/she use? 
What does this 
show about how 
the character 
feels about 
release? What is 
the connotation 
of release - is it 
positive or 
negative?



● With a partner, reread the 

following excerpt and add to 

your incident chart handout:

○ Start at: Jonas laughed. He 

rinsed her left arm…

○ Stop at: “Right!” she hooted, 

and Jonas helped her from 

the tub.

● Then, record 2 other incidents 

where release is mentioned 

from previous chapters.



How is being released viewed by Jonas and his 

community?

Cite text evidence to support your response.

○ Who else in Jonas’s community gets released? Why?
○ What is the connotation or feelings surrounding each 

incident of release? What evidence supports this?
○ What does Jonas’s comment at the end of Larissa’s story 

suggest about his feelings about release?



Assignment Materials you will need

Read chapters 6-7 of The Giver 

and complete your reading log 

for each chapter.

● The Giver

● 321 charts



In this lesson, you examined incidents of 

release in The Giver by Lois Lowry.

You also analyzed incidents of release to 

make inferences about how release is viewed 

by Jonas and his community.


