
Lesson 3: 

Determine the meaning and purpose of the 

Preamble to the United States Constitution and  

preview essential questions



You finished reading chapter 1 of The 

Giver and made inferences about 

Jonas’ community based on 

character interactions in the text.



Today we will:

● Summarize the Preamble to the 

U.S. Constitution by examining and 

defining words in context and 

paraphrasing.

● Analyze the meaning and purpose 

of the Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution.

● Discuss our Unit Essential 

Questions.

Why?



You will need:

● The Giver by Lois Lowry

● Preamble text

● Preamble handout

● A dictionary



The Preamble to the Constitution is a short,  
introductory statement of the principles that 
are found within the Constitution.  Over the 
previous lessons, we have made inferences 
about what Jonas’s community values based 
on the descriptions and character 
interactions within the text. Today, we will 
examine the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution to consider the principles that 
our country/communities value and how 
these are similar to/ different from Jonas’ 
community.

Follow along while I read the Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution aloud.



We are going to paraphrase each phrase of the Preamble by defining 
words in context, using a dictionary - as necessary - and then putting 
each phrase into our own words. This will also help us think about the 
purpose of each phrase within the Preamble.

● Who are the People referring 
to? Why?

● What is a union? What kind 
of union is described in that 
phrase? What does this 
suggest about the purpose of 
this line?

● Let’s add the purpose of this 
section to the chart. 



Preamble to the U.S. Constitution

Words of the Preamble Paraphrased Meaning Purpose

We the People of the 
United States



With a partner, reread your 

assigned lines from the Preamble:

● Use context to define the bolded 

verb in the phrase; check the 

meaning in a dictionary

● Paraphrase the meaning in 

your own words

● Determine the purpose that 

these lines serve in the text



Based on your interpretation of the 

Preamble, what does our country value? 

Compare this to what Jonas’s community 

values.

Cite text evidence to support your response.



● What makes an ideal society?

● How much should the 

government be able to control/ 

limit your individual rights for the 

benefit of society?

● In what ways are we influenced 

by our society? How can one 

person impact his/her society?

What?

Why?

Based on your reading thus far and our discussion 
today, how do you see these questions connecting to 
The Giver?



Consider your reading thus far and 

our unit essential questions. Write a 

paragraph in which you make a 

prediction about the central ideas or 

themes of The Giver.

● Use textual evidence from the 

epigraph to support your 

response.



In this lesson, you discussed values that are 

emphasized by the Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution and considered our unit essential 

questions.

You also paraphrased the Preamble in your own 

words and analyzed the purpose of each phrase 

within the text.


