
Lesson 1: 

Examine word connotations and analyze 

setting



By the end of this unit, you will read dystopian literature and 

related informational texts to understand how individual 

perspectives are shaped by knowledge and memory and to 

determine whether perfection is worth the sacrifice. 



You will show you have met the unit goals by:

● Writing a literary analysis essay that examines the theme 

of The Giver and how it is developed.

● Writing a literary analysis on the themes of your 

independent reading novel.

● Creating a multimedia presentation to compare themes of 

The Giver to your independent reading novel.



Today we will:

● Begin reading chapter 1 of The 

Giver.

● Determine word meanings in 

context and their connotations.

● Analyze the text’s setting.



You will need:

● The Giver by Lois Lowry

● Split-page notes handout

● Vocabulary chart 

handout



Follow along as I read the 

beginning of chapter 1 of The 

Giver

○ Start at: “It was almost December, and Jonas 
was beginning to feel frightened.”

○ Stop at: “Apprehensive, Jonas decided. That’s 
what I am.”



Discuss with a partner:

● What emotion words does 

Jonas consider in this 

excerpt? 

● Why is Jonas 

apprehensive? Define 

apprehensive.

● In what ways is the 

meaning of apprehensive 

similar to/ different from 

frightened?

He had waited a long time for this 

special December. Now that it was almost 

upon him, he wasn’t frightened, but he was. 

. . eager, he decided. He was eager for it to 

come. And he was excited, certainly. All of 

the Elevens were excited about the event 

that would be coming so soon.

But there was a little shudder of 

nervousness when he thought about it, 

about what might happen.

Apprehensive, Jonas decided. That’s 

what I am.



Some words have similar meanings, but they convey different feelings. This 
is called connotation, or the idea/feeling that a word evokes in addition to its 
literal meaning. For example, how does the meaning change when the word 
eager is used compared to apprehensive?

How would I feel if I were eager for the big game vs. apprehensive for the big 
game?

How does the use of the word apprehensive make the reader feel?

What do the words “eager” and “excited” suggest about how Jonas is feeling? 
Are these words typically associated with feeling frightened?

What does the phrase “shudder of nervousness” suggest about how Jonas is 
feeling? Are these words typically associated with feeling frightened?



With a partner, re-read 

paragraphs 1-9 of chapter 1 

and answer questions 

numbers 1-3 on your 

Split-page notes handout.



Consider your personal experience and your 
community: 

What feels different and/or surprising about 
Jonas’ community? Why?

What questions do you have about Jonas and his 
community based on your reading thus far? 

Why?



On your split-page notes handout:

● Write a paragraph to describe 

Jonas’s community based on 

what you’ve read and discussed 

thus far.

● Explain at least two pieces of text 

evidence to support your 

description of the community.



In this lesson, you began reading chapter 1 of The 

Giver by Lois Lowry.

You also analyzed word meanings and their 

connotations, and described the setting of Jonas’ 

community in the text.


