
Jefferson in Power: Analyzing 
Jefferson’s Political Views 



What was 

Jefferson’s 

goal when 

he became 

President? 

Jefferson’s goal was to restore 

the principles of the American 

Revolution. 

Jefferson in Power: Analyzing Jefferson’s Political Views 



List 3 ways in which Thomas Jefferson limited government 

1. cut government 

expenses by reducing 

the number of 

government employees 

2. cut the size of the 

army and navy, and 

reduced foreign 

embassies to three 

3. Repealed taxes 

overall, and 

eliminated taxes on 

whiskey, houses, 

slaves, and fired all 

federal tax collectors.   



Why did Thomas Jefferson want to limit the size of the federal 
government? (Use evidence from the text to support your answer as 
well as prior knowledge on Jefferson’s political beliefs.) 
  

 
Thomas Jefferson wanted to limit the size of the federal government 
as part of a return to Republican principles and the principles of the 
government established in 1776 by the constitution.  A limited federal 
government also aligns with Jefferson’s guiding principles of a limited 
role of government in people’s lives, reduction of public debt, and 
respect for states’ rights.  



According to the text, “A new revolution was necessary,”... 

"as real a revolution in the principles of our government as 

that of 1776 was in its form”. Why did Jefferson believe the 

country was ready for a “new revolution”? 
 
  

Jefferson believed the country was ready for a new 

revolution due to the actions of the federalists moving the 

federal government further away from constitutional 

principles set in 1776.  According to the text, “ Not only had the 

Federalists levied oppressive taxes, stretched the provisions of the Constitution, and 

established a bastion of wealth and special privilege in the creation of a national 

bank, they also had subverted civil liberties and expanded the powers of the central 

government at the expense of the states.” 



One of the Federalist concerns before Jefferson was elected President 

was that he would bring about a “reign of terror” to the United States. 

Did Jefferson bring a “reign of terror”? Why or Why not? (Use evidence 

from the text to support your answer as well as prior knowledge on 

Jefferson’s political beliefs.) 
  

While Federalists may have felt like a “reign of terror” was brought on by Jefferson, 

looking at the actions he took, he did not reign down terror.  Jefferson was focused 

on allaying that fear held by federalist by focusing on conciliation.  In his inaugural 

address he encouraged conciliation through statements such as “we are all 

Republicans,” and “we are all federalists.”  The text states that he echoed 

Washington’s farewell address by asking listeners to set aside partisan and sectional 

differences and remember that “every difference of opinion is not a difference of 

principle.” 



How was Jefferson’s relationship with Congress different 

from President Washington and President Adams? Why do 

you think he reacted this way? (Use evidence from the text 

to support your answer as well as prior knowledge on 

Jefferson’s political beliefs.) 
  

According to the text, Washington and Adams had personally appeared 

before congress and requested legislation, and Jefferson believed that 

was similar to acting like a British monarch.  Jefferson believed that 

presidents should not try to impose their will on Congress, and he 

refused to openly initiate legislation or to veto congressional bills on 

policy grounds.  Instead of appearing, Jefferson would send Congress 

written messages.  Jefferson reacted this way due to a commitment to 

republican simplicity, and strong belief in limited government and 

majority rule.   



How did Jefferson view the economy of the United States? 

Why did Jefferson feel this way? (Use evidence from the text 

to support your answer as well as prior knowledge on 

Jefferson’s political beliefs.) 
  

According to the article, Jefferson stressed the importance of a 

balanced budget in the economy heavily.  He wanted to reduce or 

eliminate the public debt.  He felt this way because he believed that 

public debt limited independence.  If there was a large debt, Jefferson 

believed the federal government would tax the populace to balance 

the budget and pay off the debt, and that would limit the liberty of the 

people.   


