
Federalists vs. Antifederalists 
Battle for the Constitution 



  Federalist 

What is the main idea 

expressed in the text?  

The need for a new constitution to protect citizens 

What did the 

Federalists hope to 

achieve with the new 

constitution? 

A strong Republican government that could protect citizens and individual 

rights 

What did the 

Federalists feel was the 

greatest threat to the 

future of the United 

States? 

The Federalists believed the greatest threat to the U.S. was an excess of 

democracy at the state level that allowed citizens to rebel 

List 2 arguments 

presented in favor of 

the Constitution by the 

Federalists. 

1. the need for a strong central 

government to prevent an abuse of 

power by states 

2. the country’s problems of the 

1780’s were a direct result of 

ineffective government under the 

Articles of Confederation 

  



  Antifederalist 

What is the main idea 

expressed in the text?  

The new constitution did not protect the individual rights of citizens 

What did the 

Antifederalists hope to 

achieve by opposing the 

constitution? 

The Antifederalists hoped to prevent an abuse of power by the federal 

government. They believed that all three branches of government had too 

much power over the citizens and the individual states. 

What did the 

Antifederalists feel was 

the greatest threat to 

the future of the United 

States? 

Antifederalists believed the new constitution would allow the government to 

seize control and eventually become corrupt and tyrannical. 

List 2 arguments 

presented in opposition 

to the Constitution by 

the Antifederalists. 

1. the new constitution would lead to 

an abuse of power by a strong central 

government 

2. the new constitution contained no 

“bill of rights” or protection of 

individual liberties 



What kind of people in 

society would have 

supported each group? 

Federalists 

  

wealthy business owners, merchants, 

lawyers 

Antifederalists 

  

farmers, ordinary citizens, 

What was the main 

difference between the 

Federalists and 

Antifederalists? 

The main difference between Federalists and Antifederalists was their view of 

government power. Federalists supported a strong central government while 

Antifederalists supported strong state governments. 

Was there anything the 

Federalists and 

Antifederalists agreed up? 

Explain your answer. 

Both Federalists and Antifederalists wanted to protect the individual rights of their 

citizens. 

Which argument from the 

opposite side do you 

consider to be the 

strongest? Use evidence 

from the text to support 

your claim. 

I think the argument presented by the Antifederalist was the strongest because they 

wanted to make sure the new constitution protected the individual rights of the citizens.  

 The Bill of Rights 


