
Establishing Precedents – George 
Washington and the Presidency 



Precedent 

1. He designed the departments in the executive 

branch and appointed a presidential cabinet 



Precedent 

2. He transferred power after two presidential terms 



Precedent 

3. He set an example by appointing justices to 

the Supreme Court from outside the court 



Precedent 

4. He established executive privilege, which helped 

keep the president’s negotiations private 



Precedent 

5. Washington presented a clear show of federal authority, 

established the principle that federal law is the supreme law 

of the land, and demonstrated that the federal government 

is empowered to levy and collect taxes. 



Precedent 

6. He established executive restraint by not vetoing 

many laws that were passed by the legislative branch 



Precedent 

7. He set another precedent by not inviting the Vice 

President to meetings thus establishing the vice 

president's role as ceremonial 



Summary – Using the texts and your knowledge of social studies, 

describe the immediate and long term impact that George Washington 

had on creating the Presidency.  

Perhaps no other president did more to shape the office of the President than 

George Washington. His administration set the stage for how the executive branch 

conducted the business of the government. He continued precedents that had been 

established under the Articles of Confederation, appointed a new president cabinet 

of advisors to help with the day to day operations of the government, and proceeded 

with caution in domestic affairs. In addition, he created his own examples of 

executive leadership by appointing justices to the Supreme Court, establishing 

executive privilege, and by ceding power after two terms. However, Washington’s 

second term as president was plagued with political opposition and dissent among 

two of his closest advisors, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. In the end, 

Washington established numerous precedents by which the presidency would handle 

the business of the government. 


