
4-18-2020 

Dear Bobcat Parents, 

 

As I begin this letter to each of you, I have in my heart the true hope that each and every family is healthy and well.  This 

is a time of unprecedented changes, not just for our school system, but for each of us in how we work, socialize, and 

meet the daily needs of ourselves and our families.   

Since Governor Edwards issued the proclamation that students would complete this school year at home involved in 

Distance Learning, our district has been busy devising a plan to provide consistency in that learning from now through 

May 21st.  

I have been in constant contact with the amazing teachers at Drew since we left the building in March, and through this 

contact we all agreed our primary goal would be to stay in touch and engaged with your child.  I can speak for all of us 

when I say we miss seeing your children, teaching your children, laughing with them and loving on them! 

Some of the instruction you have seen thus far has been organized as a whole school effort and some has been from the 

ingenuity and creativity of your child’s fabulous teacher or teachers.  Starting Monday, April 20th, our instruction will 

shift slightly to also include more directives from our school district.  The decision was made by our Superintendent to 

offer Bonus Points in certain subjects to encourage participation in Home Learning and also give students this chance to 

improve their average from the 3rd nine weeks.   We will not have any grades for the 4th nine weeks, so in essence the 

2019-2020 final report card for your child will be based on the 3 nine weeks we completed in school and any bonus 

points earned during the Home Learning phase.  

So, what are these bonus points? Students in each grade will have the opportunity to complete weekly assignments and 

earn points in the core subjects.  They will be scored using a rubric that includes both completion of each assignment 

and accuracy of each assignment.  Completing these assignments to earn points is not mandatory and penalties are not 

given to students for not participating.  I do encourage each student’s participation due to the valuable learning that will 

take place while completing the activities.  

In grades K and 1st , a student can earn up to 50 bonus points in Reading and Math by completing the assigned tasks 

each week beginning April 20th and ending May 15th. 

In grades 2-5, students can earn up to 100 bonus points in Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies by completing the 

assigned tasks each week.  

Though there is probably excitement about earning bonus points, I do want to say that we don’t want these bonus 

points to take away from the importance of making the right decision for each child when we consider promotion or 

retention for next school year.  If your child was not passing, or was on the borderline of passing before we were all sent 

home, we still need to take that into account when making end of the year promotion decisions.  

Drew Teachers will continue to post the assignments in the formats in which you are already comfortable. You will see 

that they will also offer activities beyond those that qualify for bonus points.  The desire to teach and enrich is still very 

much alive at Drew Elementary!  As I said earlier, these activities are optional, but it is my hope your little Bobcat will 

participate for their own benefit.  

One question many of you have had is how will the school regroup next year to cover the material that would have been 

presented from mid-March to mid-May.  Technically speaking, 6-weeks of true classroom instruction will be missed 

when you consider Spring Break, Easter holiday, standardized testing week and end of the year field trips and activities.  

When your child begins next school year, his or her teacher will be prepared to teach the material missed this year 

before introducing the on- grade level material.  Some of this instruction will take place at the beginning of school and 

some will be sprinkled throughout the school year when needed.  I am asking your child’s current teacher to hold on to 



your child’s workbooks so we can send them to the next year’s teacher.  By doing so, she will have the resources to 

teach the background lesson before introducing the on-grade level skill.  

We realize, especially in 1st and 2nd grades next year, that students will need more time to become independent.  Please 

know we will be prepared to handle the needs of these students as they arise. 

We appreciate all of you who have made it priority to keep your child engaged in the learning activities we have 

provided thus far. The feedback I have received from teachers and parents alike is very positive and encouraging.  Your 

teacher is still planning and preparing instruction as well as assessing results.  They are available to you Monday through 

Friday. Each teacher will post the hours she is available to communicate with you on these days. You can reach me 

through my email, sharylboudreau@opsb.net if you have questions for me.   

We will be making Chromebooks available for checkout to those families that do not have a device, but do have internet 

access.  This will be for students in grades 2-5 only since our K and 1st grade students have not had as much practice 

using these devices for instruction.  The checkout days for these Chromebooks will be Tuesday and Wednesday, April 

21st and 22nd, from 9:00 am – 12:00pm at Drew Elementary.   It is expected that these devices be returned to Drew on a 

designated day at the conclusion of the school year in May.  We also expect they be returned in working order.  

My goals in writing were to inform you of the new opportunities available for your child and to reassure you that all of 

us at Drew are still here supporting you and your child.  Your teacher will be able to answer questions regarding specific 

assignments and bonus points as your child begins to work to earn those.  

I pray each of you remain safe and well.  We are all in this together, and I am so blessed to be connected with our 

spectacular team of teachers and parents.  Give your child a great big hug from me! I was really emphasizing ways to be 

kind this school year, so please remind your child that being kind is something I want them to be even away from school!  

I am sure there have been some trying times over the past few weeks!  I also know there has been some much-needed 

quality family time.  We can all be thankful for that.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharyl Boudreau 

Principal 

 

Drew’s Expectations 

P-Prepared 

A-Always Respectful 

W-Working Hard 

S-Staying Safe 
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