
Lesson 40: Extension task: revise your claim and 
draft your essay



We analyzed both sides of the 
argument about animal 
cognition and worked 

collaboratively to write and 
present a summary of each 

side of the argument.



The Writing Process

Today you will:

● Revise your claim for the 
extension task.

● Identify reasons, gather 
relevant evidence, and 
draft your essay.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Your extension task directions

● Notebook paper

● Texts and handouts from the unit 
(e.g., incident chart, evidence 
chart from the Socratic seminars, 
“Do Animals Think and Reflect?”)



● Review the Extension Task 
directions.



● With a partner, share the claim 
you wrote for homework.

● Evaluate your partner’s claim 
using the SODA strategy:

○ Is the claim specific?

○ Is the claim original?

○ Is the claim defensible?

○ Is the claim arguable? 

● Make revisions based on the 
evaluation.

Extension Task Prompt:

Consider the opposing 

arguments about animal 

cognition and the portrayal of 

Buck in The Call of the Wild.

Given Jack London’s 

characterization of Buck in 

the novel and your 

understanding of animal 

cognition, should he be 

considered a nature faker? 

Why or why not?



My claim: Jack London should not be considered a nature 
faker because his portrayal of Buck is consistent with animal 
cognition studies.

Reason #1: Animal cognition studies have shown that 
animals try to manipulate their owners to get what they 
want.

Evidence: 
From “Animal Minds”: Pepperberg states that the parrot in 
her studies gives the wrong answer when he is bored with 
what is being asked.

From Wild: Buck manipulates Francois and Perrault into 
letting him become lead dog after Spitz dies by refusing to 
take the second place in the harness.

REASON

EVIDENCE



● Draft your extension task 
essay.



In this lesson, you considered whether London 
should be considered a “nature faker” given his 

portrayal of Buck in The Call of the Wild.

You also revised your claim, gathered relevant 
evidence, and drafted your extension task essay.


