
Lesson 33: Culminating writing task: revising a claim 
and gathering evidence



We identified themes that London 
conveys about human treatment 
of animals in The Call of the Wild.



The Writing Process

Today we will:

● Draft and revise your claim 
for the culminating writing 
task.

● Identify reasons and gather 
relevant evidence to support 
your claim.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack London

● Your culminating writing task 
directions

● The prepare to write your essay 
handout

● Your Painted EssayTM handout

● Your character relationships 
handout, incident chart, and other 
notes



● Review the culminating 
writing task directions.



● Share your claim statement from 
the previous lesson with a partner.

● Evaluate your partner’s claim 
using the SODA strategy:

○ Is the claim specific?

○ Is the claim original?

○ Is the claim defensible?

○ Is the claim arguable? 

● Make revisions based on the 
evaluation.

Task Prompt: What central 

idea or theme about humans’ 

treatment of animals does 

Jack London convey in The Call 

of the Wild?



● Painted Essay Structure:

○ Introduction and thesis

○ Body Paragraph: Reason #1

■ Evidence and explanation

■ Evidence and explanation

○ Body Paragraph: Reason #2

■ Evidence and explanation

■ Evidence and explanation

○ Conclusion



My claim: Buck is able to survive in the 
wild because he changes the way in 
which he relates to man and other 
animals.

Reason #1: Buck must depend on 
himself - and not other people - in 
order to survive the wild.

Evidence: “When he saw Pike, one of 
the new dogs, a clever malingerer and 
thief, slyly steal a slice of bacon when 
Perrault's back was turned, he 
duplicated the performance the 
following day, getting away with the 
whole chunk.”

REASON:
Why should a 
reader agree 

with my claim?

EVIDENCE:
What specific 

example supports 
my reason?



● Prepare to write your essay.

○ Gather and select the best 
evidence to support your 
thesis (claim and reasons).

○ Record notes about how 
each piece of evidence 
supports the thesis.

○ Brainstorm ideas to hook 
your reader and conclude 
your essay.



● Share your handout with a 
partner. 

● Review your partner’s handout 
and provide feedback for the first 
body paragraph:

○ How well does the selected 
evidence support the reason 
and claim?

○ What questions or suggestions 
do you have?



In this lesson, you considered what London 
conveys about human treatment of animals.

You also analyzed and revised your claim and 
prepared to write your essay by gathering 

relevant evidence and brainstorming ideas for 
your introduction and conclusion paragraphs.


