
Lesson 30: Analyzing incidents that reveal Buck’s 
internal conflict



You finished reading Chapter 6 
of The Call of the Wild, analyzed 

Buck’s relationship with John 
Thornton, and discussed a 

theme that London conveys 
through their relationship.



Today we will:

● Share oral summaries of 
Chapter 7, “The Sounding of 
the Call.”

● Analyze incidents in the text 
that reveal character and 
propel the action forward.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by 
Jack London

● Your split-page notes for 
Chapter 7

● Your incident chart



● With a partner, share your 
answer to the summary 
question.

● Then discuss:

○ What are the most 
important events of 
Chapter 7? 

○ How do these propel the 
action toward the text’s 
conclusion?



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild as I read aloud 
paragraphs 10-11 of Chapter 7.



● The word imperious 
means. . . .

● What words or phrases 
in this quotation support 
your understanding of 
the meaning of this 
word? 

● What does this 
paragraph reveal about 
Buck’s internal conflict?

“For two days and nights Buck never left 

camp, never let Thornton out of his sight. 

He followed him about at his work, 

watched him while he ate, saw him into 

his blankets at night and out of them in   

the morning. But after two days the call 

in the forest began to sound more 

imperiously than ever. Buck's 

restlessness came back on him, and he 

was haunted by recollections of the wild 

brother, and of the smiling land beyond 

the divide and the run side by side 

through the wide forest stretches.”



● With a partner, reread paragraphs 
12-22.

● Then, record two incidents on 
your incident chart along with 
your analysis and observations:

○ Buck’s return to John Thornton 
after befriending the wolf.

○ Buck’s actions in paragraphs 
20-22.



In this lesson, you reread key sections of Chapter 7 
of The Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed how the author’s word choice 
and incidents in the text revealed Buck’s internal 

conflict.


