
Lesson 28: Analyzing incidents that reveal Insights 
into Characters and their Relationships



We engaged in a Socratic 
seminar to discuss the question: 

Should Jack London be 
considered a “nature faker” 

based on his portrayal of Buck 
in Chapter 5 and the dog in “To 

Build a Fire”?

How?

Why?



Today we will:

● Begin reading chapter 6 of The 
Call of the Wild

● Analyze how incidents in the text 
reveal insights into Buck, John 
Thornton, and their relationship



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by 
Jack London

● The split-page notes for 
Chapter 6

● Your incident chart



● With a partner, read paragraphs 
1-11 of Chapter 6.

● Have one partner read aloud 
paragraph 1 and then the other 
partner read aloud paragraph 2. 

● Continue until all paragraphs are 
read.

● Then answer question 1 on your 
split-page notes for Chapter 6.



● Listen as I read aloud 
paragraphs 8-11 of 
Chapter 6.

“He was older than the days he had 

seen and the breaths he had drawn. 

He linked the past with the present, 

and the eternity behind him 

throbbed through him in a mighty  

rhythm to which he swayed as the 

tides and seasons swayed. [. . .] ”

“But as often as he gained the soft 

unbroken earth and the green shade, 

the love for John Thornton drew him 

back to the fire again.”



● With a partner, read paragraphs 
12-28 of Chapter 6.

● Have one partner read aloud 
paragraph 12 and then the other 
partner read aloud paragraph 13. 

● Continue until all paragraphs are 
read.

● Then answer question 2 on your 
split-page notes for Chapter 6.



How is Buck’s relationship with John Thornton 
different from his relationships with previous 

owners?



Assignment Materials you will need

● Add an incident to your incident 

chart which shows Buck’s devotion 

to and love for John Thornton.

● On the right-hand side, provide 

your analysis of the incident, 

including how their relationship 

differs from Buck’s relationship 

with his previous owners.

● The Call of the Wild

● Your incident chart 



In this lesson, you started reading Chapter 6 of 
The Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed how incidents in the text 
revealed insight into Buck, John Thornton, and 

their relationship. 


