
Lesson 24: Analyzing the development of themes 
about human-animal relationships



We continued reading chapter 5 of 
The Call of the Wild, discussed how 

word choice affects tone and 
mood, and analyzed how incidents 

in the text revealed insight into 
Buck’s new owners.



Today we will:

● Finish reading chapter 5 of The 
Call of the Wild

● Analyze how incidents in the text 
reveal insight into Buck’s 
character/ his owners

● Analyze themes that London 
develops related to human-
animal relationships



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Your incident chart

● The prepare to write your 
essay handout



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild as I read aloud 
paragraphs 49 to the end of 
Chapter 5.



● With a partner, reread paragraphs 
49 through the end of chapter 5.

○ Start at: “It was beautiful spring 
weather, but neither dogs nor 
humans were aware of it.”

● Add the following incidents to your 
incidents chart, and include your 
analysis/ observations in the right-
hand column:

○ Buck’s instincts related to 
crossing the ice.

○ The owners’ fate.



What central ideas 
or themes about 
human nature 
does London 

convey through 
Chapter 5?

● With your group:

○ Discuss and identify two 
themes the author 
conveys in chapter 5.

○ Cite evidence from the 
text that explains how 
this theme is developed 
and conveyed.



● Consider the themes discussed 
with your group.

● Draft a claim statement in 
response to the prompt that 
includes two reasons you can 
support and develop into body 
paragraphs.

Essay Prompt: What theme about 

human nature does London 

convey through the incidents of 

Chapter 5 in The Call of the Wild?



In this lesson, you finished reading Chapter 5 of 
The Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed incidents in the text and 
analyzed themes that London develops and 

conveys through Chapter 5. 


