
Lesson 19: Analyzing the development of suspense



We continued reading “To Build 
a Fire” by Jack London and 
analyzed the relationship 

between the man and his dog by 
examining the man’s decisions 
and the dog’s reactions to his 

decisions.



Today we will:

● Continue reading “To Build a 
Fire” by Jack London.

● Analyze how the author 
creates suspense through his 
language and details.



You will need:

● “To Build a Fire” by Jack 
London

● Your split-page notes for 
“To Build a Fire”



● Share your answer to the summary 
question with a partner. Then discuss:

○ The relationship between the man 
and his dog

○ How what happened to the man in 
paragraph 17 could have been 
avoided

○ The messages London conveys to 
the reader through the man and his 
dog



How does the author create suspense and meaning 
in “To Build a Fire”?



Why do 
authors use 

the 
conditional?

What is the 
conditional 

mood?

● Verb moods are used to 
create a state of being or 
reality. The conditional mood 
is used to indicate a state that 
will cause something else to 
happen. It is typically marked 
by might, would, or could.

● The use of the conditional 
mood creates a state of 
uncertainty in a text. 



“In another minute he would be able to feed [the fire] with 

branches the size of his wrist, and then he could remove his wet 

foot-gear, and, while it dried, he could keep his naked feet warm 

by the fire, rubbing them at first, of course, with snow. The fire 

was a success. He was safe. He remembered the advice of the old-

timer on Sulphur Creek, and smiled. The old-timer had been very 

serious in laying down the law that no man must travel alone in 

the Klondike after fifty below. Well, here he was; he had had the 

accident; he was alone; and he had saved himself.” 



Why do 
authors use 

them?

What are 
verbals? ● Verbals are words formed 

from a verb but function as 
another part of speech.

● Today, we’ll look at 
participles, which end in -ed 
or -ing, and function as 
adjectives in a text.



“All of which counted for little. There was the fire, snapping and 

crackling and promising life with every dancing flame. He started 

to untie his moccasins. They were coated with ice; the thick 

German socks were like sheaths of iron halfway to the knees; and 

the moccasin strings were like rods of steel all twisted and knotted 

as by some conflagration. For a moment he tugged with his numb 

fingers, then, realizing the folly of it, he drew his sheath-knife.

“But before he could cut the strings, it happened. It was his own 

fault or, rather, his mistake. He should not have built the fire 

under 

the spruce tree. He should have built it in the open.” 



● Follow along with your copy 
of “To Build a Fire” while I 
reread paragraphs 3, 21, 23-
24, and 29-30.

● While I read, annotate your 
text for important details.

● Then, while we discuss, take 
notes on your split-page 
notes for questions 7-9.



● Write a summary for 
paragraphs 18-30 on your 
split-page notes.



In this lesson, you continued reading “To Build a 
Fire” by Jack London.

You also analyzed the how the author creates 
suspense in the text through his language and 

use of details.


