
Lesson 18: Analyzing character decisions and 
relationships



We analyzed how words and 
phrases in “To Build a Fire” 

establish a tone and mood and 
what the main character’s 
decisions reveal about the 

character.



Today we will:

● Continue reading “To Build a 
Fire” by Jack London.

● Analyze the relationship 
between the man and his dog 
by examining the man’s 
decisions and the dog’s 
reactions to the man’s 
decisions.



You will need:

● “To Build a Fire” by Jack 
London

● Your split-page notes for 
“To Build a Fire”



● Follow along in your copy of 
“To Build a Fire” while I read 
aloud paragraphs 9-17.



“The dog dropped in again at his heels, with a tail drooping   

discouragement, as the man swung along the creek-bed. The furrow of 

the old sled-trail was plainly visible, but a dozen inches of snow covered 

the marks of the last runners. In a month no man had come up or down 

that silent creek. The man held steadily on. He was not much given to 

thinking, and just then particularly he had nothing to think about save 

that he would eat lunch at the forks and that at six o'clock he would be 

in camp with the boys. There was nobody to talk to; and, had there been, 

speech would have been impossible because of the ice-muzzle on his 

mouth. So he continued monotonously to chew tobacco and to increase 

the length of his amber beard.”



“The dog dropped in again at his heels, with a tail drooping   

discouragement, as the man swung along the creek-bed. The furrow of 

the old sled-trail was plainly visible, but a dozen inches of snow covered 

the marks of the last runners. In a month no man had come up or down 

that silent creek. The man held steadily on. He was not much given to 

thinking, and just then particularly he had nothing to think about save 

that he would eat lunch at the forks and that at six o'clock he would be 

in camp with the boys. There was nobody to talk to; and, had there been, 

speech would have been impossible because of the ice-muzzle on his 

mouth. So he continued monotonously to chew tobacco and to increase 

the length of his amber beard.”



● Reread paragraphs 9-17.

● Answer questions #4-6 on 
your split-page notes, which 
focus on the decisions and 
actions of the man and his 
dog and what they reveal 
about each.



● Answer the summary question 
for paragraphs 9-17 on your 
split-page notes.



Assignment Materials you will need

● Finish writing your answer to 

the summary question on your 

split-page notes.

● Read paragraphs 18-30 of “To 

Build a Fire.”

● Your copy of “To Build a 

Fire”

● Your split-page notes 

for “To Build a Fire”



In this lesson, you continued reading “To Build a 
Fire” by Jack London and examined the 

relationship between the man and his dog.

You also analyzed how incidents in the story 
propel the action and reveal aspects of character.


