
Lesson 17: Analyzing Details related to setting and 
characterization



Today we will:

● Begin reading “To Build a Fire,” by 
Jack London.

● Analyze the text’s setting, 
including how the words and 
phrases establish a tone and 
mood.

● Analyze the main character’s 
decisions and what they reveal 
about his character.



We finished reading Chapter 4 
of The Call of the Wild, and 
traced the development of 

themes in the text and how they 
are developed in relation to the 

plot and characters.



You will need:

● “To Build a Fire” by Jack 
London

● The split-page notes for 
“To Build a Fire”



● Follow along in your copy of 
“To Build a Fire” while I read 
aloud paragraphs 1-8.



“Day had broken cold and gray, exceedingly cold and gray, when the man 

turned aside from the main Yukon trail and climbed the high earth-bank, 

where a dim and little-traveled trail led eastward through the fat spruce   

timberland. It was a steep bank, and he paused for breath at the top, 

excusing the act to himself by looking at his watch. It was nine o'clock. 

There was no sun nor hint of sun, though there was not a cloud in the sky. 

It was a clear day, and yet there seemed an intangible pall over the face of 

things, a subtle gloom that made the day dark, and that was due to the 

absence of sun. This fact did not worry the man. He was used to the lack 

of sun. It had been days since he had seen the sun, and he knew that a 

few 

more days must pass before that cheerful orb, due south, would just peep 

above the sky-line and dip immediately from view.”



“Day had broken cold and gray, exceedingly cold and gray, when the man 

turned aside from the main Yukon trail and climbed the high earth-bank, 

where a dim and little-traveled trail led eastward through the fat spruce   

timberland. It was a steep bank, and he paused for breath at the top, 

excusing the act to himself by looking at his watch. It was nine o'clock. 

There was no sun nor hint of sun, though there was not a cloud in the 

Sky. It was a clear day, and yet there seemed an intangible pall over the 

face of things, a subtle gloom that made the day dark, and that was due 

to the absence of sun. This fact did not worry the man. He was used to the 

lack of sun. It had been days since he had seen the sun, and he knew that 

a few more days must pass before that cheerful orb, due south, would just 

peep above the sky-line and dip immediately from view.”



● With a partner, reread 
paragraphs 2-8.

● Discuss and answer questions 
#1-3 on your split-page notes 
for “To Build a Fire.”



● Answer the summary question 
for paragraphs 1-8 on your split-
page notes for “To Build a Fire.”

● Consider the author’s tone as he 
describes the man and the 
significance of the man’s 
decisions given the setting.



In this lesson, you began reading “To Build a Fire” 
by Jack London.

You also analyzed how words and phrases 
establish a tone and mood and what the main 

character’s decisions reveal about his character.


