
Lesson 16: Analyzing how plot events and character 
decisions develop theme



You began reading Chapter 4 of 
The Call of the Wild and analyzed 
how incidents in the text provoke 
characters to make decisions and 

reveal new insight into Buck’s 
character.



Today we will:

● Finish reading Chapter 4 of The 
Call of the Wild.

● Trace the development of 
themes in the text and how they 
are developed in relation to the 
plot and characters.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Your incident chart- pgs. 27-
30



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read aloud 
paragraphs 24-28.



“Sometimes as he crouched there, blinking dreamily at the flames, it seemed that the 

flames 

were of another fire, and that as he crouched by this other fire he saw another and 

different man from the half-breed cook before him. This other man was shorter of leg and 

longer of arm, with muscles that were stringy and knotty rather than rounded and 

swelling. The hair of this man was long and matted, and his head slanted back under it 

from the eyes. He uttered strange sounds, and seemed very much afraid of the darkness, 

into which he peered continually, clutching in his hand, which hung midway between 

knee and foot, a stick with a heavy stone made fast to the end. He was all but naked, a 

ragged and fire-scorched skin hanging part way down his back, but on his body there was 

much hair. In some places, across the chest and shoulders and down the outside of the 

arms and thighs, it was matted into almost a thick fur. He did not stand erect, but with 

trunk inclined forward from the hips, on legs that bent at the knees. About his body there 

was a peculiar springiness, or resiliency, almost catlike, and a quick alertness as of one who 

lived in perpetual fear of things seen and unseen.”



● Add Buck’s dream to the left-
hand side of your incident 
chart.

● On the right-hand side, jot 
observations and analysis 
related to what themes or 
central ideas this incident 
suggests.



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read aloud 
paragraphs 29-32 of Chapter 4.



● With a partner, discuss your 
answers, citing text evidence.

○ How does the new owner, the 
Scotch half-breed, treat the 
dogs?

○ What is happening with Dave 
physically? Mentally?



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I finish 
reading aloud Chapter 4.



● Reread the last four paragraphs of Chapter 
4 with a partner.

● Discuss your answers, citing text evidence.

○ How does the owner show compassion? 
Mercy?

○ What does Dave’s desire to remain in the 
harness show about his character?

○ What themes about the wild does Dave’s 
death convey?



● Record the incident of Dave’s 
death on your incident chart. 

● In the right-hand column, add 
your analysis of themes the 
incident develops related to:

○ Human and animal 
relationships

○ The nature of the wild



In this lesson, you finished reading and 
discussing Chapter 4 of The Call of the Wild.

You also traced the development of key themes in 
the text, and how they are developed in relation 

to the plot and characters.


