
Lesson 14: Supporting a claim with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence 



We finished reading and discussing 
Chapter 3 of The Call of the Wild and 

analyzed how incidents in the 
chapter propel the action and reveal 

Buck’s character.



Today we will:

● Analyze Buck’s changing 
relationship with human 
characters in the text, and how 
this impacts his ability to survive 
in the wild.

● Gather relevant textual evidence 
to support a given claim.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Split-page notes handouts from 
the previous chapters- pgs. 17-
19 ,47-50 ,51-53

● The claim, reason, and relevant 
evidence handout- pg. 55



What enables Buck to survive and thrive in the wild?



● This claim is strong 
because it is:

○ Specific

○ Original

○ Defensible

○ Arguable 

● How does this claim 
demonstrate these 
characteristics?

Prompt:

What enables Buck to survive and 

thrive in the wild?

My claim:

Buck is able to survive in the wild 

because he changes the way in 

which he relates to man and other 

animals.



REASON:
Why should a 

reader agree with 
my claim?

Prompt:

What enables Buck to survive and 

thrive in the wild?

My claim:

Buck is able to survive in the wild 

because he changes the way in 

which he relates to man and other 

animals.





REASON:
Why should a 

reader agree with 
my claim?

My claim:

Buck is able to survive in the wild 

because he changes the way in 

which he relates to man and other 

animals.

Reason #1: 

Buck must depend on himself -
and not other people - in order to 

survive the wild.

EVIDENCE:
What specific 

example 
supports my 

reason?



My claim:

Buck is able to survive 

in the wild because he 

changes the way in 

which he relates to 

man and other 

animals.

Reason #1: 

Buck must depend on 
himself - and not 

other people - in order 
to survive the wild.

“...so greatly did hunger compel him, he was not above 
taking what did not belong to him… When he saw Pike, 
one of the new dogs, a clever malingerer and thief, slyly 
steal a slice of bacon when Perrault's back was turned, 
he duplicated the performance the following day, 
getting away with the whole chunk.”

“A warning snarl told him that the trespasser was Spitz. 
Till now Buck had avoided trouble with his enemy, but 
this was too much. The beast in him roared. He sprang 
upon Spitz with a fury which surprised them both…”

“No lazy, sun-kissed life was this, with nothing to do but 
loaf and be bored. Here was neither peace, nor rest, 
nor a moment's safety. All was confusion and action, 
and every moment life and limb were in peril.”





● With a partner:

○ Identify a reason for Buck’s 
change in how he relates to 
other animals.

○ Gather relevant evidence from 
the text that supports the 
reason and the claim.



What enables Buck to survive and thrive in the wild?



In this lesson, you analyzed characteristics that 
have enabled Buck to survive and thrive in the wild.

You also identified reasons and relevant text 
evidence to support a model claim.


