
Lesson 13: Analyzing Incidents in the Text that 
Reveal Insight into Buck’s character



We continued reading and 
discussing Chapter 3 of The Call 
of the Wild and analyzed how 
incidents in the chapter propel 
the action, build tension, and 

reveal aspects of Buck’s 
character.



Today we will:

● Continue reading Chapter 3 
of The Call of the Wild.

● Analyze how incidents in the 
text reveal Buck’s character.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Split-page notes for Chapter 3-
pgs. 51-54



● Follow along in your copy 
of The Call of the Wild
while I read aloud the 
rest of Chapter 3.



● What does inexorable 
mean?

● What context helped 
you define inexorable?

● What happens in the 
final paragraph of 
Chapter 3?

“Despite the pain and helplessness, Spitz 

struggled madly to keep up. He saw the 

silent circle, with gleaming eyes, lolling 

tongues, and silvery breaths drifting 

upward, closing in upon him as he had 

seen similar circles close in upon 

beaten antagonists in the past. Only 

this time he was the one who was 

beaten.” 

“There was no hope for him. Buck was

inexorable. Mercy was a thing reserved 

for gentler climates.”



“Spitz was untouched, while Buck was streaming with 

blood and panting hard. The fight was growing 

desperate. And all the while the silent and wolfish circle 

waited to finish off whichever dog went down. As Buck 

grew winded, Spitz took to rushing, and he kept him 

staggering for footing. Once Buck went over, and the 

whole circle of sixty dogs started up; but he recovered 

himself, almost in mid air, and the circle sank down 

again 

and waited.”



● With a partner, answer 
questions #9-10 on your split-
page notes.

● Reread the paragraphs noted 
and cite evidence from the 
text.



Buck is guided by instinct as he 
engages in battle with Spitz, but Buck 
ultimately relies on his intelligence  to 
defeat Spitz.

● How does this incident 
characterize Buck differently from 
the other dogs?

● Based on Jack London’s portrayal 
of Buck in Chapter 3, should he be 
considered a “nature faker”?

How?

Why?



In this lesson, you finished reading and 
discussing Chapter 3 of The Call of the Wild.

You also analyzed the final incident in the chapter 
and discussed what it revealed about Buck’s 

character and survival.


