
Lesson 12: Analyzing incidents that propel action, 
build tension, and reveal insight into characters 



We began reading and discussing 
Chapter 3 of The Call of the Wild

and analyzed how incidents propel 
the action and build suspense in 

the text.



Today we will:

● Continue reading Chapter 3 
of The Call of the Wild.

● Analyze how incidents in the 
chapter propel the action, 
build tension, and reveal 
insight into Buck’s character.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Your split-page notes 
handout for Chapter 3- pgs. 
51-54

● Your incident chart- pgs. 
29-30



“Buck staggered over against the sled, exhausted, sobbing for breath, helpless. 

This was Spitz’s opportunity. He sprang upon Buck, and twice his teeth sank into 

his unresisting foe and ripped and tore the flesh to the bone. Then Francois’ lash 

descended, and Buck had the satisfaction of watching Spitz receive the worst 

whipping as yet administered to any of the team.

“‘One devil, dat Spitz,’ remarked Perrault. ‘Some dam day him kill dat Buck.’

“‘Dat Buck two devils,’ was Francois’s rejoinder. ‘All de time I watch dat Buck I 

know for sure. Lissen: some damn fine day him get mad like hell and den him 

chew dat Spitz all up and spit him out on de snow. Sure, I know.’

“From then on it was war between them.” 



● With a partner, read paragraphs 
23-32 of Chapter 3.

● Discuss and answer questions #6-
8 on your split-page notes, citing 
evidence from the text. 



● Add two incidents from 
Chapter 3 that propel the 
action, build tension, and 
reveal Buck’s transformation 
from a “Southland dog” to 
Spitz’s rival.

● Record each incident in the 
left column and your 
observations/analysis on the 
right.



In this lesson, you continued reading and 
discussing Chapter 3 of The Call of the Wild.

You also analyzed how incidents in the chapter 
continue to propel the action, build tension 

between characters, and reveal aspects of Buck 
and Spitz’s character.


