
Lesson 11: Analyzing incidents that propel action and 
build suspense



We finished reading and discussing 
Chapter 2 of The Call of the Wild and 
analyzed Buck’s decisions and what 
they reveal about his transformation.



Today we will:

● Begin reading Chapter 3 of The 
Call of the Wild.

● Analyze how incidents in the 
chapter propel the action forward 
and what the incidents reveal 
about Buck and Spitz.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● The split-page notes for 
Chapter 3- pgs. 51-54



● With a partner, read the first 6 
paragraphs of Chapter 3 (through 
the line: “But it was then that the 
unexpected happened, the thing 
which projected their struggle for 
supremacy far into the future, 
past many a weary mile of trail 
and toil.”)

● Answer questions #1-2 on your 
split-page notes handout.



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read aloud 
paragraphs 7-11 of Chapter 3.



“Buck was beset by three huskies, and in a trice his head and shoulders 

were ripped and slashed. The din was frightful. Billee was crying as usual. 

Dave and Sol-leks, dripping blood from a score of wounds, were fighting 

bravely side by side. Joe was snapping like a demon. Once his teeth closed 

on the fore leg of a husky, and he crunched down through the bone. Pike, 

the malingerer, leaped upon the crippled animal, breaking its neck with a 

quick flash of teeth and a jerk. Buck got a frothing adversary by the 

throat, and was sprayed with blood when his teeth sank through the 

jugular. The warm taste of it in his mouth goaded him to greater 

fierceness. He flung himself upon another, and at the same time felt teeth 

sink into his own throat. It was Spitz, treacherously attacking from the 

side.”



● Discuss and answer question #3 
on your split-page notes handout 
with a partner. 



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read aloud 
paragraphs 12-23 of Chapter 3.

and he came because men had found a yellow 

metal in the North, and because Manuel was a 

gardener's helper whose wages did not lap over 

the needs of his wife and divers small copies of 

himself.

Continue to Chapter 3

http://london.sonoma.edu/Writings/CallOfTheWild/chapter3.html


● Discuss and answer question #4 
on your split-page notes handout 
with a partner. 



● Answer question #5 on your split-
notes handout:

○ How does the author use the 
incident with the wild dog 
attack to propel the action and 
the suspense in the text?



In this lesson, you started reading and discussing 
chapter 3 of The Call of the Wild.

You also analyzed how incidents in the chapter 
propel the action forward and build suspense in 

the text.


