
Lesson 10: Continuing to Analyze Buck’s Character



We began reading and 
discussing Chapter 2 of The Call 
of the Wild, and analyzing what 

incidents from the chapter 
revealed about Buck, Francois, 

and Perrault.



Today we will:

● Finish reading and discussing 
chapter 2 of The Call of the Wild

● Analyze Buck’s decisions and 
what they reveal about his 
transformation in the wild



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Incident chart- pgs. 27-29

● The split-page notes for 
Chapter 2- pgs. 47-49



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.

and he came because men had found a yellow 

metal in the North, and because Manuel was a 

gardener's helper whose wages did not lap over 

the needs of his wife and divers small copies of 

himself.

Continue to Chapter 3

http://london.sonoma.edu/Writings/CallOfTheWild/chapter3.html


“He swiftly lost the fastidiousness which had characterized his old life. A   

dainty eater, he found that his mates, finishing first, robbed him of his 

unfinished ration. There was no defending it. While he was fighting off 

two or three, it was disappearing down the throats of the others. To 

remedy this, he ate as fast as they; and, so greatly did hunger compel 

him, he was not above taking what did not belong to him. He watched 

and learned. When he saw Pike, one of the new dogs, a clever 

malingerer and thief, slyly steal a slice of bacon when Perrault's back 

was turned, he duplicated the performance the following day, getting 

away with the whole chunk. A great uproar was raised, but he was 

unsuspected; while Dub, an awkward blunderer who was always getting 

caught, was punished for Buck's misdeed.”



● Reread the last 6 paragraphs of 
chapter 2, starting with: “He 
swiftly lost the fastidiousness 
which had characterized his old 
life.”

● Discuss and answer the 
questions on your split-page 
notes handout with a partner. 



● Answer the following question on 
your split-page notes handout.

○ In Chapter 2, Buck has both 
developed and regressed as 
he joins the law of club and 
fang. Identify one decision 
that Buck makes in Chapter 2 
and explain how it reveals 
both development and 
regression.



In this lesson, you finished reading and 
discussing Chapter 2 of The Call of the Wild.

You also analyzed decisions that Buck made and 
what they revealed about his character and 

transformation in the wild.


