
Lesson 9: The Call of the Wild - Continuing to 
Analyze Buck’s Character



We engaged in a scholarly 
discussion about whether Jack 
London should be considered a 

“nature faker” based on his 
portrayal of Buck in Chapter 1 of 

The Call of the Wild.

How?

Why?



Today we will:

● Begin reading, discussing, and 
defining words in context in 
Chapter 2 of The Call of the Wild

● Reread the text to gather 
evidence from incidents that 
reveal aspects of Buck’s and his 
owners’ characters



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● The incident chart- pgs. 27-
29

● Your conversation stems



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



What does primordial 
mean?

What does savage mean?

How do these words 
relate to what happens to 

Curly?

“Buck's first day on the Yea beach was like a 

nightmare. Every hour was filled with shock 

and 

surprise. He had been suddenly jerked from the 

heart of civilization and flung into the heart of 

things primordial. No lazy, sun-kissed life was 

this, with nothing to do but loaf and be bored. 

Here was neither peace, nor rest, nor a 

moment's safety. All was confusion and action, 

and every moment life and limb were in peril. 

There was imperative need to be constantly 

alert; for these dogs and men were not town 

dogs and men. They were savages, all of them, 

who knew no law but the law of club and fang.”



What is meant by “the law of club and fang”?



● Reread paragraph 4, starting 
with: “So sudden was it, and so 
unexpected, that Buck was 
taken aback.” 

● Add Curly’s death and Buck’s 
reaction to the incident. 

○ How does Curly die?

○ What does Buck’s reaction 
reveal about his character 
and the “the wild”?



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



● Discuss the text, and reread as 
necessary. 

● Record one incident which reveals 
Buck’s character.

● Record one incident which reveals 
aspects of the character of Buck’s 
owners, Francois and Perrault.



● Choose an incident from the 
beginning of Chapter 2 that 
shows Buck’s intelligence.

○ How does this incident 
demonstrate his ability to 
reflect and reason?

○ How does this incident 
demonstrate his capacity for 
emotion?

How?

Why?



In this lesson, you continued reading and 
discussing Chapter 2 of The Call of the Wild.

You also gathered text evidence and analyzed 
what specific incidents in the text revealed about 

Buck and his owners.


