
Lesson 8:  Socratic Seminar: Was London a “nature 
faker?”



We gathered evidence from 
Chapter 1 of The Call of the Wild

that either illustrates or 
contradicts  London’s argument in 

“The Other Animals.” 

We also developed claim 
statements in preparation for our 

discussion. 



Today we will:

● Engage in a Socratic seminar 
about whether London is a 
“nature faker.”

● Use text evidence and 
accountable talk to support 
our discussion.

How?

Why?



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● “The Other Animals” by 
Jack London- pgs. 33-35

● Your evidence chart- pgs. 
43-45

● Your conversation stems



● With a partner, share your 
evidence. Revise, refine, or 
gather additional evidence 
from Chapter 1 to prepare 
for the fishbowl discussion.

● Be sure to gather evidence 
that supports your claim and 
evidence that contradicts 
your claim.

Based on London’s portrayal of 

Buck in Chapter 1, should he be 

considered a “nature faker”?



Inner Circle Norms

● Refer to the text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text.

● Use the conversation stems.

● Everyone should participate: Invite and 
allow others to speak at least once.

● Continue the conversation: Talk to each 
other and listen to build on each other’s 
thoughts.

● Consider all viewpoints and ideas: 
Justify your own claim or acknowledge 
changes in your perspective.

● You are responsible for the quality of 
the seminar.



Based on London’s portrayal of Buck in Chapter 1, 
should he be considered a “nature faker”? 



● Discuss with a partner:

○ How did our seminar refine or 
enhance your perspective 
about whether Jack London’s 
argument in “The Other 
Animals” is illustrated or 
contradicted in chapter 1?

○ What evidence did you find 
most compelling? Why?

How?

Why?



In this lesson, you connected ideas across texts 
by applying the “nature faker” debate to Chapter 

1 of The Call of the Wild.

You also engaged in scholarly discussion and 
used text evidence to support your claims.


