
Lesson 7: Gathering evidence and making claims: 
Was London a “nature faker?”



We analyzed the structure and 
evaluated the effectiveness of 

London’s argument in “The Other 
Animals.”.



Today we will:

● Gather evidence from Chapter 1 
of The Call of the Wild that 
illustrates and contradicts 
London’s argument in “The 
Other Animals”

● Draft claims that you can 
support with evidence in a 
scholarly discussion



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● “The Other Animals” by 
Jack London- pgs. 33-35

● Evidence chart- pgs. 43-45



● Follow along as I read an excerpt 
from Chapter 1, the scene where 
Buck is “broken” by the man with 
the club. Consider:

○ What details illustrate 
London’s argument in “The 
Other Animals”? Why/how?

○ What details contradict 
London’s argument in “The 
Other Animals”? Why/how?



“After a particularly fierce blow he crawled to his feet, too dazed to 

rush. He staggered limply about, the blood flowing from nose and 

mouth and ears, his beautiful coat sprayed and flecked with bloody 

slaver. Then the man advanced and deliberately dealt him a frightful 

blow on the nose. All the pain he had endured was nothing compared 

with the exquisite agony of this. With a roar that was almost lion-like 

in its ferocity, he again hurled himself at the man. But the man, 

shifting the club from right to left, cooly caught him by the under jaw, 

at the same time wrenching downward and backward. Buck described 

a complete circle in the air, and half of another, then crashed to the 

ground on his head and chest.”





“Now and again men came, strangers, who 

talked excitedly, wheedlingly, and in all 

kinds of fashions to the man in the red 

sweater. And at such times that money 

passed between them the strangers took 

one or more of the dogs away with them. 

Buck wondered where they went, for 

they never came back; but the fear of 

the future was strong upon him, and he 

was glad each time when he was not 

selected.”

● Does the bolded 
evidence illustrate 
or contradict 
London’s claim?

● Why/how?





● Reread parts of Chapter 1 of 
The Call of the Wild and 
reference any additional 
note (e.g., Split-page 
handout, incident chart).

○ Gather text evidence that 
both illustrates and 
contradicts London’s 
argument that he is not a 
“nature faker” in “The 
Other Animals.”



● With a partner, share the 
evidence that you gathered 
for the question: Based on 
London’s portrayal of Buck 
in Chapter 1, should he be 
considered a “nature 
faker”?

● Work together to draft a 
claim statement for each 
side of the argument.



● Discuss and decide:

○ Which claim do you feel 
you can most strongly 
support in a discussion?

○ Why? What evidence 
feels most compelling to 
you?

Based on London’s portrayal of 

Buck in chapter 1, should he be 

considered a nature faker? 



In this lesson, you connected ideas across texts 
by applying the “nature faker” debate to Chapter 

1 of The Call of the Wild.

You prepared for a scholarly discussion by 
gathering text evidence and developing claims.


