
Lesson 5: Summarize “The Other Animals”



We finished reading Chapter 1 of 
The Call of the Wild and analyzed 
what the incidents revealed about 

characters in the text.



Today we will:

● Read and summarize an excerpt 
from Jack London’s  “The Other 
Animals.”

● Discuss London’s purpose and 
perspective in the text, citing text 
evidence.



You will need:

● “The Other Animals” by Jack 
London- pgs. 33-35

● “The Other Animals” handout-
pgs. 36-38



● Discuss with your small group:

○ After reading Chapter 1 of Call 
of the Wild, in what ways 
might readers conflate - or 
mistake - Buck for a human 
character? Why? Cite 
evidence from the text.

○ Given this, why might London 
have been criticized for his 
portrayal of Buck?

How?

Why?



● Follow along in your copy of “The 
Other Animals” while I read 
aloud.



● Reread your assigned 
paragraph(s) with your group.

● Answer the questions provided 
for your assigned paragraph(s).

● Summarize the key ideas of your 
paragraph, capturing the 
author’s subclaim in 1-2 
sentences. 

● Have one person from your 
group write this on chart paper.



What are the central ideas of 
“The Other Animals?”



Paragraph 1

In the opening paragraph of “The Other 
Animals,” London gives evidence to 
show he should not be considered a 
“nature faker.” He claims that he based 
his two nature books on scientific facts 
and sought to create characters who 
acted according to their “instinct, 
sensation, and emotion.”



He blames President Roosevelt for   
bringing him into the controversy, and 
accuses him of misreading and 
misunderstanding the details of his 
books that he criticized.

Paragraph 2



He goes on to say that a man named 
John Burroughs supported Roosevelt’s 
critique by saying that people should 
not portray animals as capable of 
reasoning given they are governed by 
instincts.

Paragraphs 3 & 4



Then, London shares an example of a game 
he played during his childhood with his 
dog, Rollo, in which the dog would playfully 
act as though his feelings were hurt before 
jumping on London as if to say,”gotcha,”, 
thus demonstrating his ability to reason.

Paragraph 5



Finally, London states that man and dog -
or animal - are closely linked. He believes   
that if Burroughs is willing to argue that 
dogs act according to instinct only and not 
reason, that same logic could be attributed 
to humans given that we, too, are animals.

Paragraph 6



● Write a paragraph on your “The 
Other Animals” handout.

○ What is Jack London’s opinion 
of being called a nature faker?

○ Support your answer with two 
pieces of evidence from “The 
Other Animals.”



In this lesson, you began to examine the nature 
faker debate that London became involved in 

during the early 20th century.

You also summarized “The Other Animals” and 
determined London’s perspective in the text. 


