
Lesson 4: The Call of the Wild - Analyze Buck’s 
Character and Relationships



We continued reading Chapter 1 of 
The Call of the Wild and examined 

how the author’s word choice 
impacted the tone and mood of the 

text. We also deepened our 
understanding of Buck’s transition 

to the wild.



Today we will:

● Finish reading, discussing, and 
defining words in context in 
Chapter 1 of The Call of the Wild.

● Reread the text to gather 
evidence from incidents that 
reveal aspects of the characters. 



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● The incident chart- pgs. 27-
28

● Your conversation stems



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



What does the word 
“treacherous” mean?

What does this suggest about 
Spitz, the dog being 

described?

“He was friendly, in a treacherous sort 

of way, smiling into one's face the 

while he meditated some underhand 

trick, as, for instance, when he stole 

from Buck's food at the first meal. As 

Buck sprang to punish him, the lash of 

Francois's whip sang through the air, 

reaching the culprit first; and nothing 

remained to Buck but to recover the 

bone. That was fair of Francois, he 

decided, and the half-breed began his 

rise in Buck's estimation.”



● Consider the incident about Spitz:

○ What happens?

○ What does this interaction 
between Spitz and Buck 
suggest about the characters 
and their relationships?



● Reread the same paragraph.

○ What does this incident reveal 
about Francois, Buck’s owner?

○ What does Francois do and 
how does Buck react?

○ What does this interaction 
between Francois and the dogs 
suggest about the characters 
and themes of the text?



● Reread the last paragraph of the 
chapter. On your incident chart:

○ Record the incident and your 
observations/analysis about 
Buck’s character.

○ Then, choose a incident from 
earlier in the chapter that 
portrays Buck in a different light; 
add this incident and your 
analysis to your chart.



In this lesson, you finished reading Chapter 1 of 
The Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed incidents from the chapter to 
more deeply understand characters, their 
relationships, and key themes of the text.


