
Lesson 3: The Call of the Wild - Build Vocabulary and 
Analyze Tone and Mood 



We read the beginning of The Call of 
the Wild and characterized Buck 

based on textual evidence.



Today we will:

● Continue reading, discussing, 
and defining words in context in 
Chapter 1 of The Call of the Wild.

● Continue to analyze how Buck’s 
experiences and interactions 
reveal aspects of his character.

● Analyze the author’s word 
choice and its impact on tone.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Your split-page notes for 
Chapter 1- pgs. 17-19

● The conversation stems



● Share your paragraph from the 
end of the previous lesson with a 
partner.



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



● With your partner, 
complete the following 
sentence stem
○ “The word 

‘metamorphosed” 
means….”

“He was metamorphosed into 

a raging fiend. So changed was 

he that the Judge himself 

would not have recognized 

him; and the express 

messengers breathed with 

relief when they bundled him 

off the train at Seattle.”



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



● Reread paragraphs 32-34 with 
your partner.

○ Identify sensory details used 
to describe Buck’s beating.

○ How do these details make 
you feel as a reader?

○ How does the author’s use of 
vivid, violent description 
impact the tone and mood of 
the text?



● With your partner, 
complete the following 
sentence stem
○ “The word ‘primitive” 

means….”

“He was beaten (he knew that); but 

he was not broken. He saw, once 

for all, that he stood no chance 

against a man with a club. He had 

learned the lesson, and in all his 

afterlife he never forgot it. That 

club was a revelation. It was his 

introduction to the reign of 

primitive law, and he met the 

introduction halfway.”



● Complete the last box on your 
split-page notes handout.

● As you write your response, 
reflect on the novel’s epigraph 
and consider whether Buck’s 
return to a primitive state is the 
result of instinct or reason and 
emotions?



In this lesson, you continued reading Chapter 1 of 
The Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed the author’s tone and word 
choice to emphasize Buck’s return to a primitive 

state.


