
Lesson 2: The Call of the Wild - Characterize Buck



We discussed ideas related to our 
unit essential questions and analyzed 
the epigraph of The Call of the Wild.



Today we will:

● Read and discuss the beginning 
of Chapter 1 of The Call of the 
Wild.

● Examine how Buck’s experiences 
and interactions with different 
individuals change him.

● Use evidence from the text that  
strongly supports our analysis.



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● The split-page notes for 
Chapter 1- pgs. 17-19



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



● Discuss the first two questions 
on the Split-page notes for 
Chapter 1 with a partner.

○ Cite evidence from the text 
to support your thinking.



● Follow along in your copy of The 
Call of the Wild while I read 
aloud.



● With your partner, 
complete the following 
sentence stem
○ “The phrase 

‘impending 
calamity”means….”

“There he lay for the remainder of 

the weary night, nursing his wrath 

and wounded pride. He could not 

understand what it all meant. What 

did they want with him, these 

strange men? Why were they 

keeping him pent up in this narrow 

crate? He did not know why, but he 

felt oppressed by the vague sense 

of impending calamity.”



● Discuss the third question on 
the Split-page notes for 
Chapter 1 with a partner.

○ Cite evidence from the text 
to support your thinking.



● This description of Buck 
is an example of 
anthropomorphism.

● With your partner, 
complete the following 
sentence stem
○ The word 

“anthropomorphism” 
means. .

“There he lay for the remainder of 

the weary night, nursing his wrath 

and wounded pride. He could not 

understand what it all meant. What 

did they want with him, these 

strange men? Why were they 

keeping him pent up in this narrow 

crate? He did not know why, but he 

felt oppressed by the vague sense 

of impending calamity.”



● Write a paragraph to respond to 
the question on your split-page 
notes handout.

○ Explain how the encounter 
with Manuel and the 
subsequent event described 
in paragraph 11 change Buck.

○ Cite evidence from the text to 
support your claim.



In this lesson, you read part of Chapter 1 of The 
Call of the Wild by Jack London.

You also analyzed Buck’s character based on his 
reactions to the men he encounters in Chapter 1.


