
Lesson 1: Introduction to The Call of the Wild



By the end of this unit, we will read literary and 
informational texts about human interaction with animals 
and nature to understand how authors portray animals to 

make a comment about human nature. 

We will also explore scientific and personal accounts of 
animal cognition to express our understanding of Jack 

London’s portrayal of Buck and his interaction with humans 
in The Call of the Wild.



We will accomplish this by:

● Writing an essay about the central idea explored in The Call 
of the Wild about humans’ treatment of animals;

● Reading a new text and answering questions about a 
human’s interaction with animals; and

● Synthesizing ideas across fiction and nonfiction texts to 
write an argumentative essay about whether Jack London 
was a “nature faker.” 



Today we will:

● Preview our unit essential 
questions

● Analyze the epigraph of The Call 
of the Wild



You will need:

● The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London

● Introduction to The Call of 
theWild handout pgs. 5-7



You will:

● Consider each statement and 
decide if you strongly agree, 
agree, disagree, or strongly 
disagree.

● Write your rationale.

● Move to the corner that 
reflects your opinion and 
discuss with a partner.



“There is no fundamental difference between 
man and animals in their ability to feel pleasure 

and pain, happiness and misery.” - Charles 
Darwin



“He who is cruel to animals becomes hard also in 
his dealings with men. We can judge the heart of 
a man by his treatment of animals.” - Immanuel 

Kant



“It is not the strongest or the most intelligent 
who will survive but those who can best manage 

change.” - Leon C. Megginson, Professor of 
Marketing and Management at Louisiana State 

University



“Nature, it seems, has a way of returning things 
to how they should be.” - Fennel Hudson



● To what extent are animals governed 
by instinct vs. reason and emotion?

● What can our relationships with 
animals reveal about our own 
strengths, faults, and human nature 
as a whole?

● Is Jack London a “nature faker”? Can 
any writer create a believable and 
compelling non-human character 
without becoming a “nature faker”?

What?

Why?



● Nomadic

● Chafing (wear or damage 
by rubbing)

● Brumal (of or relating to 
winter)

● Ferine 

“Old longings nomadic leap,

Chafing at custom’s chain;

Again from its brumal sleep

Wakens the ferine strain”



● Reread the epigraph with 
a partner.

● Discuss the questions on 
your Introduction to The 
Call of the Wild handout.

● Paraphrase the meaning 
of the epigraph in the 
space provided.

“Old longings nomadic leap,

Chafing at custom’s chain;

Again from its brumal sleep

Wakens the ferine strain”



● Consider the epigraph and our 
unit essential questions. 

● Write a paragraph in which you 
explain the purpose of the 
epigraph and what it suggests 
about The Call of the Wild.

● Be sure to use evidence from 
the epigraph to support your 
response.



In this lesson, you discussed our unit essential 
questions.

You also made a prediction about The Call of the 
Wild by paraphrasing and using text evidence 

from the epigraph.


