
Our Purpose for Today’s Work

We can get genetic information out of 
living things that reproduce asexually (like 
bananas).

But how do asexual organisms pass 

on genetic information if they don’t 

have sperm and eggs?

Today you’ll do some research to find out.
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Obtaining and Evaluating Information

Obtain: 
What meaning do I need to 
take away from this text?

What is the gist or central idea?

What details support that idea? 

What information is provided in 
images or diagrams?

Evaluate: 
Is this a credible source?

Why was this text written?

What evidence supports the 
author’s ideas? Where is it 

from? 
Does the information in this 
text fit with what we already 

know?
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Communicating Information

Communicate:
What ideas do I need to share 

with my class? How?

Who is your audience? 
What is your purpose?

What are the constraints for your 
communication?

How will you communicate this 
information? Why have you 

chosen this method?
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Organisms that Reproduce Asexually

◉ coral

◉ planaria

◉ aphids

◉ potatoes

◉ hydra

◉ bacteria

◉ marbled crayfish
 
◉ spider plants
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Research Expectations

◉ Evaluate your sources for reliability
◉ Read for meaning: main ideas and 

key details
◉ Research the following:
❏ what it is and where it lives
❏ how it reproduces without 

combining sperm and egg
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Document your information on the handout to put in your folder.



Presentation Expectations

◉ Now you will meet with other 
students who researched the same 
organism, and collaborate to create a 
presentation.

◉ Include the following on your slide:
❏ name of organism
❏ picture of organism
❏ what it is and where it lives
❏ how it reproduces without 

combining sperm and egg
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Name of Organism

The __________ is a 
______________ that lives 
________________.

It reproduces by 
__________.

photo of 
organism 

here

You will be using a slide template that looks like this.  Let’s look at an example before you begin.



Example Slide: Bananas

The banana plant grows in tropical climates.  
(The yellow fruit we eat is from the Cavendish 
variety.)

A “mother” banana plant reproduces by 
sending up shoots (little baby plants) near its 
base from an underground stem called a 
rhizome (no eggs or sperm).

When the “mother” dies, babies will continue 
to grow up. A farmer may cut off and replant 
the shoots.

New plants have the same genetic info as their 
parent.
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Now create your slide about your/your pair’s organism. End Day 1



Finding Patterns among Asexual Organisms

As each group 

shares, 

look for patterns 
about asexual 
reproduction.  
Record your ideas 
on this chart in your 
ISN on page 104.
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Building Understandings Discussion

What have we figured out about 
asexual reproduction?
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