
Number of Cattle Worldwide
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Calculate the 
percentage of 
heavily muscled 
cattle.Type of Cattle Population 

Worldwide

Heavily Muscled 1.5 Million

Total Cattle 1007 Million

1.5 million
=

____%

1007 million 100



Predictions

Think About It!
How can farmers have whole herds of heavily muscled 
cattle if they are so rare throughout the world? 
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Add this to your vocab chart.
Selective breeding - choosing 
parents with specific characteristics 
to breed together and produce 
offspring with the most desirable 
characteristics



Read Articles About Selective Breeding in Cattle

You will read and annotate two different 
articles about selective breeding in cattle.  
Here are the things to look for as you read:
*What sort of traits do farmers breed for?
* What are some benefits of selective 
breeding?
* What are some benefits of the Belgian Blue 
Cattle?

Glue to Page 102.

Select methods for marking 
the text. For example… 
● Keep track of questions 

you have by adding 
comments. 

● Underline key words. 
● Highlight main ideas.

Markup 

the Text
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Brainstorm

● What is the one trait that farmers cannot selectively breed for?

Let’s investigate why?
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Brainstorm

● What are other types of animals you think people may have tried 
to selectively breed, besides cows? 

● Besides animals, what are some other types of organisms you 
think people may have tried to selectively breed? Draw on your 
experiences from the grocery store to brainstorm some 
possibilities.

● Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBZIxHZHO3k. 
What would be the purpose of hand-pollinating these plants?
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Develop a List - on the back of page 102

Write and answer the following questions:

● What are some general goals that an animal 
or plant breeder would have any time they 
are selectively breeding? 

● What are some steps they would need to 
follow to help ensure that they are making 
progress toward meeting their goals?
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Question for thought… 

◉ How do asexually reproducing organisms pass on their genetic 
material?

Slide F


