
Lesson 33: Compare different forms of a text 



We wrote a final draft of an essay in 
response to the prompt:  

Consider how Charlie has changed 
from the beginning of “Flowers for 
Algernon.” How does the surgery 

improve or worsen his life? 



Today we will: 

● Watch two scenes from 
Charly.  

● Compare the film version to 
the written version to 
evaluate the choices made by 
the director and the lead 
actor. 



You will need: 

● Progress Reports 1-3 from 
“Flowers for Algernon” by 
Daniel Keyes 

● “Open, Relentless Search” 
and “I’d Like to Be Smarter” 
from Charly, directed by 
Ralph Nelson 

● The viewing guide 



● Follow along as I read aloud 
Progress Reports 1-3 from 
“Flowers for Algernon.” 



● Watch “Open, Relentless Search” 
and “I’d Like to Be Smarter” from 
Charly. 

● Complete the viewing guide to 
identify similarities and differences 
between the written and film 
version of “Flowers for Algernon.” 

Clip One: “Open, 

Relentless Search” 

from Charly 

Clip Two: “I’d Like to 

Be Smarter” from 

Charly 



● Discuss the following questions 
based on your viewing guide. Use 
evidence to support your ideas. 

○ How faithful is Charly to 
“Flowers for Algernon”? 

○ What did the director or actors 
change or add?  

○ How well did those choices 
help you better understand 
Charlie?  



Assignment Materials you will need 

● Read the two discussion 

questions on the extension task 

directions. 

● Write a response to each 

question, one response on each 

tracker. 

● Include at least two pieces of 

textual evidence per response. 

● Extension task directions 

● Two student discussion 

trackers 

● “Flowers for Algernon” 

● Notes from the unit 



In this lesson, you compared two clips from Charly 
to “Flowers for Algernon” to see how others 

interpret Charlie’s character. 
 

You also evaluated how the decisions made by a 
director and actors impact understanding of the 

characters. 


