
Lesson 19: Compare the Structure of Two Texts 



We analyzed how a shift in tone 
reveals aspects of Dr. 

Frankenstein’s character.  
We also analyzed the language of 

a complex text and used it as a 
model for our own writing. 



Today we will: 

● Analyze an allusion to determine 
how Charlie’s interactions with 
Fanny Girden contribute to the 
development of a theme. 

● Compare the structure of 
“Flowers for Algernon” and the 
excerpts from Frankenstein to 
determine how each contributes 
to the development of a theme. 



You will need: 

● “Flowers for Algernon” by Daniel 
Keyes 

● The excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein; or, the Modern 
Prometheus by Mary Shelley 

● Your reading log 



● Reread the progress report from 
April 30. 

● Discuss why the author uses an 
allusion in “Flowers for Algernon” 
and how this allusion reveals a 
theme of the text. 



What message is being shared in 
this sentence from Chapter 4 of 

Frankenstein?  
 

How is Dr. Frankenstein’s 
warning to readers similar to 

Fanny Girden’s warning to 
Charlie in “Flowers for Algernon”? 

“Learn from me, at least by  

  my example, how dangerous  

  is the acquirement of  

  knowledge and how much  

  happier that man is who  

  believes his native town to  

  be the world, than he who  

  aspires to become greater  

  than his nature will allow.” 



● Compare and contrast the structure 
of “Flowers for Algernon” and the 
excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein. 

● Explain how the structure of each 
text contributes to the development 
of a similar theme about knowledge. 

● Be sure to include direct quotations 
as support. 



Assignment Materials you will need 

● Complete the character analysis 

chart and consider how “Flowers 

for Algernon” would be different 

if it were told from another 

character’s point of view. 

● Reread Progress Reports 1-11 of 

“Flowers for Algernon” to 

complete the chart. 

● The character analysis 

chart 

● “Flowers for Algernon” 

by Daniel Keyes 



In this lesson, you learned how “Flowers for 
Algernon” and Frankenstein share similar themes 

about knowledge. 
 

You also compared and contrasted the structure 
of two texts to analyze how each structure 

contributes to meaning. 


