
Lesson 18: Analyze Language to Determine Tone 
and Meaning 



We determined Dr. Frankenstein’s 
motivations and analyzed the 

language in excerpts from Chapter 
4 of Frankenstein. 



Today we will: 

● Reread portions of the excerpt 
from Chapter 4 of Frankenstein; 
or, the Modern Prometheus by 
Mary Shelley. 

● Continue to analyze the 
language to determine how it 
impacts our understanding of 
Dr. Frankenstein’s character. 



You will need: 

● The excerpts from Chapter 4 
of Frankenstein; or, the 
Modern Prometheus by Mary 
Shelley 

● Highlighters 

● The mentor sentences 
handout 



How does Dr. Frankenstein 
view his work in the first three 
paragraphs of the excerpts? 

 
Highlight in a single color the 

words and phrases which 
reveal his attitude. 

“I paused, examining and analyzing  

  all the minutiae of causation, as  

  exemplified in the change from life  

  to death, and death to life, until  

  from the midst of this darkness a  

  sudden light broke in upon me.” 

 

“The astonishment which I had at  

  first experienced on this discovery  

  soon gave place to delight and  

  rapture.” 



How does Dr. Frankenstein 
view his work in the last three 
paragraphs of the excerpts? 

 
Highlight in a different color the 

words and phrases which 
reveal his attitude. 

“When I found so astonishing a  

  power placed within my hands, I  

  hesitated a long time concerning  

  the manner in which I should  

  use it.”  

 

“I could not tear my thoughts from  

  my employment, loathsome in  

  itself, but which had taken an  

  irresistible hold of my imagination.” 



How does Dr. Victor Frankenstein’s 
attitude toward his work change? 

  
What does the shift in tone reveal 

about Dr. Frankenstein? 



● Practice using the language of 
Frankenstein as a model for 
your own writing. 



In this lesson, you learned more about how Dr. 
Frankenstein’s work impacts him. 

 
You also analyzed the language of a complex text 

to use in your own writing. 


