
Lesson 16: Summarize Frankenstein 



We read Progress Report 10 and parts 
of Progress Report 11 from “Flowers 
for Algernon” by Daniel Keyes and 
analyzed how irony impacts our 
understanding of characters and 

events in the text. 



Today we will: 

● Read and examine the language 
of excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein; or, the Modern 
Prometheus by Mary Shelley. 

● Write a brief summary of the 
excerpts from Chapter 4. 



You will need: 

● The excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein; or, the Modern 
Prometheus by Mary Shelley 

● Your reading log 

● The sentence expansion 
handout 



● What do you already know 
about Frankenstein? 

● Follow along as I read aloud the 
excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein. 



● Follow along as I read aloud the 
excerpts from Chapter 4 of 
Frankenstein. 

● Write down in the margin a 
question you have for each 
paragraph. 

● The question should focus on 
what you wonder about or 
notice in each paragraph. 



● Copy this sentence in your 
reading log.  

● Then complete this stem: 

○ This sentence means…. 

“After days and nights of  

  incredible labor and fatigue,  

  I succeeded in discovering the  

  cause of life; nay, more,  

  I became myself capable of  

  bestowing animation upon  

  lifeless matter.” 



● Write down what you notice 
about this sentence in your 
reading log. 

● Then discuss with a partner: 

○ “I noticed ___, which 
means….” 

○ “I knew ___, so I ….” 

“After days and nights of  

  incredible labor and fatigue,  

  I succeeded in discovering the  

  cause of life; nay, more,  

  I became myself capable of  

  bestowing animation upon  

  lifeless matter.” 



● Expand the kernel sentences to 
summarize the excerpts from 
Frankenstein. 



In this lesson, you asked questions about Dr. 
Frankenstein’s motivations and process for 

creating a human being. 
 

You also wrote a brief summary of a complex 
text. 


