
Lesson 13: Impact of Irony on Character 
Development 



We analyzed the structure of 
“Flowers for Algernon” to 
determine how it impacts 

our understanding of Charlie 
Gordon and the events of 

the text. 



Today we will: 

● Revise our thesis statements in 
preparation for the Socratic 
seminar. 

● Reread Progress Reports 8 and 9 
from “Flowers for Algernon” by 
Daniel Keyes. 

● Evaluate how irony impacts our 
understanding of Charlie Gordon 
and the events of the text. 



You will need: 

● “Flowers for Algernon” by 
Daniel Keyes 

● Your prepare for a Socratic 
seminar handout 

● The irony tracker handout 

● The evidence chart handout 



● Share your thesis statement. 

● Evaluate your partner’s statement 
using the SODA strategy: 

○ Is it specific? 

○ Is it original? 

○ Is it defensible? 

○ Is it arguable?  

● Make revisions to your thesis 
statement. 



● Consider the events Charlie 
describes when he returns to 
work at Donnegan’s factory. 

● Complete the first two rows 
on the irony tracker 
handout. 



● Reread Progress Report 9 
independently. 

● As you read, locate examples 
of irony to include on the 
irony tracker. 

● Complete a row on the irony 
tracker for each example 
located. 



Assignment Materials you will need 

● Write your thesis statement on 

the top of the evidence chart. 

● Gather evidence from Progress 

Reports 1-9 of “Flowers for 

Algernon” which both supports 

and opposes your claim. 

● Record the evidence on the chart. 

● Your prepare for a Socratic 

seminar handout 

● Your before/after surgery 

chart 

● Your irony tracker 

● The evidence chart 

● “Flowers for Algernon” by 

Daniel Keyes 



In this lesson, you learned more about Charlie and 
how the surgery changes him. 

 
You also learned how differences in point of view 

create irony and impact how the reader 
understands characters and events in a text. 


