
Lesson 12: How Structure Impacts Character and 
Plot Development 



We engaged in a discussion about 
intelligence to develop and refine our 

understanding of Charlie and the 
events of “Flowers for Algernon.” 



Today we will: 

● Read Progress Report 9 from 
“Flowers for Algernon” by 
Daniel Keyes. 

● Evaluate how the structure of 
the text impacts our 
understanding of Charlie. 

● Begin preparing for our 
Socratic seminar. 

“I told him thank you doc  

  you wont be sorry for  

  giving me a second chance.  

  And I mean it like I told  

  him. After the operashun  

  Im gonna try to be smart.  

  Im gonna try awful hard.” 



You will need: 

● “Flowers for Algernon” by 
Daniel Keyes 

● Your before/after surgery 
chart 

● The prepare for a Socratic 
seminar handout 



● Read Progress Report 9 with a 
partner. 

● As you read, continue filling out 
the before/after surgery chart. 



progris riport 1--martch 5 1965 

“He says its importint so they  

  will see if they can use me. I  

  hope they use me. Miss  

  Kinnian says maybe they can  

  make me smart. I want to be  

  smart. My name is Charlie  

  Gordon. I am 37 years old and  

  2 weeks ago was my birthday.  

  I have nuthing more to rite  

  now so I will close for today.” 

PROGRESS REPORT 9 -- April 20 

“I feel sick inside. Not sick like  

  for a doctor, but inside my  

  chest it feels empty like  

  getting punched and a  

  heartburn at the same time. I  

  wasn’t going to write about it,  

  but I guess I got to, because  

  it’s important. Today was the  

  first time I ever stayed home  

  from work.” 



How does the surgery  
change Charlie?  

 
How do the author’s choices 

contribute to your understanding  
of those changes and  

their impact on Charlie? 



In this lesson, you learned more about Charlie and 
how the surgery changes him. 

 
You also learned how the language and structure of 

a text is important for developing characters. 


