
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

A. R. Sims, Jerry R. Hicks, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board Member Tommy Comeaux. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Carey Walker, seconded by A. R. Sims, the Board approved the Minutes of 

September 12, 2017 as written.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion 

carried unanimously.   

 On motion by John Russell, seconded by Scott Robinson, the Board approved the amended 

Agenda to include the items added that are listed under X. Evaluation of Bids as No. 2. [Bid No. FS-6A] 

Fresh Produce and Eggs and XI. Permission to Bid as No. 2. [Bid No. 25-18] Chillers/Air Handlers (Equip. 

Only) as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Agenda as 

amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Superintendent Coker had no personnel matters to report. 

 Dr. Coker announced that the Association of School Business Officials International through the 

Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has awarded the 

Ouachita Parish School System a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting in 

recognition of its 2015-16 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year ended June 

30, 2016.  The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental 

accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a 

government and its management.  On behalf of the Business Department, Director of Business Juanita 

Duke proudly accepted the award and thanked her staff for their contribution in helping to achieve this 

honor.  Mrs. Duke and her staff were congratulated by Dr. Coker and members of the Board.  This is the 

29th year in a row the Ouachita Parish School System Business Department has received this award. 

 Before addressing the next Agenda item, Board Attorney Elmer Noah explained the purpose for 

his suggestion that the Board go into executive session is to discuss the litigation styled “Town of 

Sterlington Vs. Docket No. 17- 2573 Cv. Sect. 3 Greater Ouachita Water Company” as this litigation is 

based on our recommendation that we intervene as a party and for litigation. He remarked that the 

Ouachita Parish Police Jury is already actively involved and was granted permission to intervene in the 

earlier suit.  The Town of Sterlington filed a suit in early August to obtain the water pipes owned by 

GOWC within the town limits.  Mr. Noah said the school district wants to protect its financial interests 

and not take a side in the suit.  He filed a petition to intervene on August 31, 2017, which was approved 



by the Board.  Board member Greg Manley said the Board wants to be sure Sterlington Elementary, 

Middle School and High School continue to receive clean drinking water and fire protection with 

uninterrupted services.  The Louisiana Public Service Commission approved the agreement with GOWC 

to let the district buy Sterlington High School’s water for the amount paid to the City of Monroe without 

any additional costs.  The petition maintains that the School Board would likely have to renegotiate 

agreements for water services at Sterlington High School.  At the present time, the Town of Sterlington 

does not own, lease or manage a water treatment facility and there is no guarantee that Sterlington 

could buy water from the City of Monroe at similar rates to those charged by GOWC.  The Town of 

Sterlington’s proposed taking also threatens to increase the cost of providing water to the School Board 

significantly. 

 The School Board does not oppose Sterlington obtaining the water system, but the Board does 

want to ensure that the Board’s interest and that of the children and staff at Sterlington High School are 

represented.  The Ouachita Parish Police Jury also has asked to intervene in the current suit and was 

granted permission to intervene in an earlier suit.   

 Mr. Noah stated that about $400,000 had been contributed by the district for the construction 

of water storage facilities around Sterlington High School, including a 100,000 gallon elevated storage 

tank and a 100,000 gallon ground level storage tank.  Greater Ouachita Water Company was also 

reimbursed by the Board for running an 8-inch water main to the school when it was built.   

 The School Board resolution states that Sterlington’s suit seems to ask the court to grant an 

expropriation but delay conveyance of the waterworks until it has completed its water treatment plant.  

Construction of that plant could take two years, potentially pausing its operation, maintenance and 

improvement of the system.   

 At 12:09 p.m., following an explanation and recommendation by Board attorney Elmer Noah, 

Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board go into executive session and the 

meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 42:6.1(A)(2)(aa) for the purpose 

of discussing the litigation styled, “Town of Sterlington Vs. Docket No. 17- 2573 Cv. Sect. 3 Greater 

Ouachita Water Company,” a public discussion of which may adversely affect the outcome of the case. 

The following roll call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Scott Robinson, yes; A. R. Sims, yes; 

Jerry R. Hicks, yes; John Russell, yes; Carey Walker; yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with 

seven (7) “yes” votes and no “nay” votes.   

  At 12:40 p.m., the executive session closed and Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy 

Comeaux, that the meeting be re-opened to the public.  The following roll call vote was recorded:  

Tommy Comeaux, yes; Scott Robinson, yes; A. R. Sims, yes; Jerry R. Hicks, yes; John Russell, yes; Carey 

Walker; yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with seven (7) “yes” votes and no “nay” votes.   

 Prior to discussing the next Agenda item, Board attorney Elmer Noah introduced a Resolution 

authorizing the Board’s participation in an Intervention in connection with the matter styled, “The Town 

of Sterlington vs. Greater Ouachita Water Company” intended to make sure there is a provision 

provided for continuous water service and fire protection for the three schools located within the 



municipal boundaries of the Town of Sterlington, simply asking the court to protect the Board’s interest 

during this ongoing litigation process.  There is a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement that goes back to the 

early 2000’s at the time of the construction of SHS where the School Board made a substantial 

contribution to the water service company, so the School Board does have a substantial financial 

investment in this matter.  The proposed Resolution is not taking a position either way, but only wants 

the Board’s position recognized.  Therefore, Mr. Noah recommended that the Board consider pursuing 

an intervention and at litigation, basically let the court know that we have water service provided to 

schools in this area and want to make sure there is not an interruption in this service to our schools so 

the children and the staff will not be adversely affected.  Another significant element in the water 

service is the importance of fire protection.  Water services interrupted at any time, could cause concern 

and affect our insurance ratings.   Following a few comments of concern expressed by Mr. Manley, 

Carey Walker moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board approve the Resolution for Intervention 

in the matter styled, “The Town of Sterlington vs. Greater Ouachita Water Company” as presented.    The 

following roll call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Scott Robinson, yes; A. R. Sims, yes; Jerry R. 

Hicks, yes; John Russell, yes; Carey Walker; yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with seven (7) 

“yes” votes and no “nay” votes.   

  On the recommendation of Business Director Juanita Duke, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by 

Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for 2016-17 

Independent Audit as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by 

John Russell, that the Board accept the bids for Copy Paper listed in BOLD print and meeting 

specifications for Items 1 – 45 from Jackson Paper and Unisource [Bid No. 15-18] (Unisource claimed LA 

Preference for Item No. 1), funded through the General Fund. President Hicks offered a brief moment for 

public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon the recommendation of Director of Child Nutrition Program JoLynne Correro through 

Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, John Russell moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board accept 

the low bid of $42,794.25 from Robertson Produce, Monroe, LA, for Fresh Produce and Eggs [Bid No. FS-

6A], funded with School Food Service funds.  Following an invitation by President Hicks for a brief 

moment for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Scott Robinson, that the Board advertise the West Monroe High School Stadium Tech bid [Bid No. RFP 

23-18] in the form of a Request for Proposal (RFP) rather than in bid form since two previous public bid 

requests were unsuccessful.  Mr. Jones commented that the massive wiring around the stadium, 

infrastructure and technology are designed to work together, which makes it difficult to arrive at a cost 

for the project and thinks a Request for a Proposal (RFP) form would work best in seeking a bid.  The 

budget is from $60,000 to $70,000 and will be paid by WMHS. President Hicks offered a brief moment 

for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 



 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Carey Walker moved, seconded by 

John Russell, that the Board grant permission to bid Chillers/Air Handlers (Equip Only) for Riser 

Cafeteria/OJHS/Pinecrest Elem/Mid. to be paid with general funds from the (AC Redemption Acct) and 

having a budget of $105,000 [Bid No. 25-18].  Following President Hick’s offer for a brief moment for 

public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

 President Hicks announced the next Board meeting will be held on October 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

 Superintendent Coker announced that Ken Slusher is recovering from back surgery and is doing 

well.  Dr. Coker reminded everyone to keep him in their prayers.   

There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that 

the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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