
  

 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at twelve 
(12:00) o’clock noon at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Jerry R. Hicks, 

A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  Scott Robinson was the only member absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Board member Greg Manley.  

 The Invocation was given by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by “Red” Sims, seconded by Carey Walker, the Board unanimously approved the 

Minutes of April 25, 2017 as written.  Scott Robinson was absent. 

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by “Red” Sims, that the Board approve the Agenda as presented.   

Motion unanimously passed.  Scott Robinson was absent. 

 Superintendent Coker announced that OPHS principal Eddie Mahoney is retiring and his newly 

appointed replacement is Larry Long, effective 7/04/2017.   

 Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne presented 10 policies to be considered for approval that had 
been submitted to the Board for their review at the last Board meeting.  Whereby, Tommy Comeaux 
moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board approve the adoption of the following 10 policies as 
presented:   
  Policies       Policies  
EBBH: Use of Automated External   JBC: School Admission 
 Defibrillator (AED)     
JBCD: Student Transfer and     JBCC: Student Assignment 
GBA: Contracts and Compensation   JCDAC: Dangerous Weapons 
EFAA: Employee Use of Social Media (New Policy) JGCD: Administration of Medication 
IDDF: Education of Students with Exceptionalities JQA: Expectant and Parenting Student  

Mrs. Osborne commented that these policies have been reviewed and approved by district personnel as 
well as our Board attorney Elmer Noah.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and 
the motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson was absent. 

 Mrs. Osborne provided two more policies for the Board’s review and consideration for approval 
at the next Board meeting. 

 In cooperation with the Ouachita Parish School Board and the Partnering Agency or Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury (OPPJ), AP Grant Counselor Linda Trimble presented a Cooperative Endeavor 
Agreement for the Board’s consideration asking for their approval in the implementation of the Safe 
Routes to School project (grant) as provided.  The School Board will purchase and install two – solar 
panel radar signs, with built-in timers for two schools and assume responsibility for repairs, malfunctions 
and/or damages during the time period in which the signs are posted.  Whereas, the public purpose of 
this endeavor is to provide clarification on responsibilities, ownership, and placement of signs placed in 
the parish right-of-way for the “Safe Routes to School” project implemented at:  Jack Hayes and Shady 
Grove Elementary schools.  The Partnering Agency will provide the School Board assistance in meeting 
MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices) regulations. Once the signs are up, MUTCD will 
inspect and examine them to determine if proper installation was performed and meets with 
regulations.  Upon the expiration of the warranty, each school independently agrees to take complete 
responsibility of maintaining the signs at their location.  After their life cycle ends, the schools have an 



  

option to discontinue or remove/dispose of the signs.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by John 
Russell, that the Board approve the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the Ouachita Parish 
School Board and the Ouachita Parish Police Jury as presented.  Following an offer from President Hicks 
for public comment, motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson was absent. 
 
 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones announced that representatives with the Boys & Girls Club of 
NELA approached him expressing an interest in our used/discarded student desks and wanted to 
negotiate a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement to possibly get them donated for the after-school 
program for students being served. The club serves more students from Riser than any other school.  At 
this point, Mr. Jones informed the Board that there were some available desks at the warehouse that 
would serve the organization perfectly well.  Mr. Jones remarked that once the desks end up in the 
warehouse, they are usually not suitable for the classroom any more.  Following Mr. Jones’ request, 
Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by John Russell, that the Board authorize Board attorney, Elmer 
Noah, to draw up a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the Ouachita Parish School Board and 
the Boys and Girls Club of NELA donating several used desks stored at the OPSB warehouse in West 
Monroe to the Boys and Girls Club of NELA for their use in benefiting students in their after-school 
program.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for comment and motion carried unanimously.  Scott 
Robinson was absent. 
  
 The Financial Report for the period of March 31, 2017 was presented by Business Director 
Juanita Duke.  She commented that it is similar to the report from last month, but had no significant 
differences between the two reports, except for the General Fund collections that were 78% of the 
budget or about 98% of revenue collected at this same time last year.  Sales tax collections parish wide 
have been lax compared to this time last year.  Usually, there is a 2-4% increase with steady growth in 
our sales tax collections year after year, but for some reason have been flat this past year.  Now we are 
at the same level as in the previous years.   
  
 Mrs. Duke continued with her report of the Child Nutrition Program and Grant Funds accounts, 
stating that spending is winding down as the school session ends for summer break.  Self-Insurance and 
Workers Comp has a $1.6 million balance in funds before the budgeted $400,000 transfer from General 
Fund.  This transaction will probably be noted in the next report.  The expenditures for these two 
accounts total $665,000 for this year and represent 129% of claim payments that were made last year.  
Mrs. Duke reported that all Debt Service Funds payments have been made at this time and all the 
figures are reflected in the Debt Service Funds balance as a result of this process.  Funds will continue 
accumulating in the East Ouachita Debt Service Funds and transfers made on a monthly basis same as 
required on the West Side Bonds to these Debt Service Funds each month to prepare for the next phase 
in September.   
 
 In conclusion, Mrs. Duke reported on two Capital Project Funds that are outstanding, East Side 
and West Side Bond Construction from 2015 issues.  Both projects, coincidentally, have maintained 
about the same balance again.  The majority of these funds are obligated and these two projects have 
been approved or in the process of being approved by the Board.  General Fund’s starting balance as 
reported by Mrs. Duke is approximately $19 million with an ending balance estimated to be $17 million 
and the M&O account is currently around $17.5 million.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by 
Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Financial Report for March 31, 2017 as presented.  
Following President Hick’s offer for public comment, motion unanimously carried.  Scott Robinson was 
absent. 
 
 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher reported that the training room at 
Sterlington High School is complete and is still working on the punch list concerning that project.         



  

Mr. Slusher had a meeting last week with the principal and building supervisor of George Welch and the 
earliest the contractor can began the demolition on the existing area canopy is May 24. The materials 
ordered for the Swayze project have not come in yet and the contractor is unable to finish the job.  
Shady Grove is supposed to be completed this week, but Mr. Slusher said he has not been by there to 
verify it.   
 
 On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Tommy 
Comeaux moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board accept the low base bid from J. S. Rugg 
Construction in the amount of $318,000, including Add Alternate No. 1 in the amount of $249,000,         
(a total of $567,000) with a budget of $600,000, for Courtyard Coverings at Calhoun and Good Hope 
schools [Bid No. 26-17].  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Carey Walker moved, seconded by 
Greg Manley, that the Board accept the low responsive bid from BSN on Item 2 ($42,352.40) and Item 3 
($1,649.00), and accept the bid from Riddell for Add Alternates 1 ($94.00) and 2 ($59.99) for 
Uniforms/Weights/Helmets/Shoulder Pads at East Ouachita Middle School with a $30,000 budget and 
funded with Eastside Bonds [Bid No. 24-17].  Mr. Jones responded that no responsive bids were received 
on Item 1 and obtained three quotes to present for consideration at a future meeting.  President Hicks 
offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Tommy Comeaux motioned, seconded by Jerry Hicks, that the Board accept the low bid meeting 
specifications in the amount of $412,000 from Global Synthetics Environmental, LLC as recommended 
by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones for Field Renovations at West Monroe High School and having a 
budget of $400,000 and funded through the Westside Sales Tax Funds [Bid No. 31-17].  President Hicks 
offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 
 
 President Hicks announced there were no Permissions to Bid offered. 
 
 Superintendent Coker announced that today is “National Teacher Appreciation Day” and 
throughout this week.  Dr. Coker acknowledged all the teachers a special appreciation for their 
dedicated service to education and extended an invitation to everyone in attendance to pass this 
positive message on to other teachers you may know. 
 
 President Hicks set the next meeting at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, May 23, 2017. 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. “Red” Sims moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 
that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 
 
 

        Jerry R. Hicks, President 
 

                 
ATTEST: 
 
 
Don Coker, Secretary 
/ps 


